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Itis more than five months now, after the general elections,
that the opposition party paid no heed to the people’s will but
drove controversial actions in various forms that ignited nega-
tive influence over stability, security, social order, economic
process and livelihood of the peoplein general. Disguised under
the pretext of serving their voters, leaders of the opposition
party have mobilized supporters to stage endless protests in
disrespect of law, rights of others, in ignorance of instruction
of concerned authorities and in disregard to national and peo-
ple’s loss, while demanding Samdech Techo to step down from
the post of Prime Minister and for re-election.

Those protests have far exceeded the rule of law framework.
They turned out to be violent, blocking roads, destroying pub-
licand private property, while preventing officials from carrying
out their works and duties, leading to a point that competent
authority had to reinforce the law to strengthen security and
public order. Their utmost aim was to topple the legal Royal
Government led by the Cambodian People’s Party and to take
power through whatthey called the “people’s power”. The state
situation and fact have clearly demonstrated that leaders of
the opposition party have led their supporters on the path that
is contradictory to the Constitution, existing laws and demo-
cratic principles.

In this context, the Cambodian People’s Party, voted in by
overwhelming majority to continue to lead the country, has
been doing everything possible to safeguard the Constitution,
the liberal and pluralistic democratic system, the National As-
sembly and the Royal Government established according to the
elections, while allowing noreactionary forces to hold the coun-
try and people hostages. As of now, though the opposition
party continues to boycott the National Assembly’s sessions
and negotiations betweenthe two elected parties have reached
no fruitful results, there has not been any political impasse in
Cambodia. The monarchy, the legislative, the executive and the
judicial institutions, ministries and authorities of all levels are
functioning in normalcy. People are pursuing their daily life in
regularity. Cambodia continues its active sustainability.

There is a saying that goes “dogs are barking and men are
driving their carts, though.” It is true that barking dogs would
not be able to stop men from making their journey.

In the meantime, the Royal Government has numerous
works of priority to fulfill in accordance with the demand for
national development and people’s aspiration. Under what-
ever situation or circumstance, the Royal Government must
absolutely maintain political stability, security and social order
through enforcing law strictly and actively participating with
consciencefrompeopleaimedatguaranteeingcontinuedsocio-
economic development. It is only by strengthening respect for
and enforcement of rule of law, we will be able to guarantee
thatour nation continue toadvance successfully, while prevent-
ing reactionary circles from destroying our country. If laws are
not respected and/orimplemented, what could be the founda-
tion for guaranteeing political and social stability? It is true that
the society would fall into anarchy; the development process
would stop; national unity would damage; and the whole peo-
ple of Cambodia, whatever political tendency they may belong
to, would suffer immeasurable catastrophe.

Another urgent priority is to maintain macroeconomic sta-
bility, while preventing inflation and continuing to achieve eco-
nomic growth. It is important to make every effort to collect
revenue for national budget, both fiscal and non-fiscal ones,
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while managing effective and efficient expenses with transpar-
ency and accountability. It is worth noting that over the past
recent months, revenue generated from tax and excise has in-
creased markedly proving a positive effort for absolute reform
by the Royal Government.

Reactionary circles nurtured hope that their tricks would
yield them a victory through stirring up political instability and
sudden downturn of the economic sector, which would give
them chanceto bring down the Royal Government. The scheme
did not work in their favor because the economic process in
Cambodia continues to attain progress and investors continue
to do businesses in Cambodia, while the Cambodian economy
grew 7.6% in 2013, major international financial institutions
predict that Cambodia’s growth in 2014 would be 7%.

To maintain macro-economic stability, it is important to
normalize the living condition of the people with minorincome
sources - especially those living in regions encountered with
natural disasters - like flood for instance. Effort must be made
to provide them with ability to restore their production, reha-
bilitating infrastructures damaged by the flood last year, and
giving them rice seed and food in time of shortage, etc. The
same should also be carried out so that the government officials
and members of the armed forces would receive their salary
in atimely manner and with transparency. Similar effort should
be invested in solving salary problem for employeesin factories
and enterprises.

Continued to 10
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Continued from 2

It is also prime to make effort to speed up active, radical
and truly effective reformsin conformity with the policy defined
by the Royal Government and put an end to negative phenom-
ena that causes discontent and losing of confidence among
people in the leadership. A major work to carry through is the
strengthening of public referendum at national and sub-nation-
allevelandinall fields to gather opinions, concerns, discontents
and demandsfrom the people, workers, farmers, businessmen,
youth, government officials and the armed forces to resolve
problemandimprovesituationaccordingly. Every official should
clearly understand that the public referendum is like a mirror
to reflect good and bad actions in implementing the role and t
ask of each respected sector and level for the sake of adjust-

ment in a timely manner. The public referendum also will
strengthen and expand the close connectedness between of-
ficials and people of all strata and in every locality.

Based on these efforts to implement tasks of priority, we
will be able to thwart off the dangerous ambitions nurtured by
the opposition and reactionary forces who continue to seek
every means to assuage their aspiration for change. Itis on this
note that we must unite physically and spiritually to protect
tremendous national achievements scored since the liberation
day of January 7 (1979) and make more efforts to score new
achievements in 2014 in particular and in the fifth legislative
term of the National Assembly as a whole. That would be a true
response to the will of the overwhelming majority of the Cam-
bodian people expressed through their votes in the recent
general elections./.
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