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TStrengthening CPP’s Leadership Role, Bondlng with People
for Further Successes
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The Cambodian People’s Party has deeply rooted in
the Cambodian society and has a long-lasting history
bonding, in numerous zigzagging and complicate stages,
with the Cambodian history in the last six decades.

The Cambodian People’s Party, originally the Khmer
Revolutionary Party, established on 28 June 1951 by
numerous Khmer national resistant movements who
fought for independence from the colonialism whose
invasion and occupation started in the second half of the
19th century. From its inception to the present, the Cam-
bodian People’s Party adheres steadfastly to its nature
of doing everything possible for the nation and people.
Over the past 36 years, the Cambodian People’s Party
serves as the leading political force in the struggle to
bring down the regime of genocide and to score victory
on 7 January 1979, thus saving and reviving the country
in a timely manner, while obtaining rights, freedom and
democracy to the people. The victory also ushered in a
new page in the history of the national reconstruction of
Cambodia.

With the spirit of 7 January victory, the Cambodian
People’s Party has continued to lead the country, de-
fended the people’s survival, restored and reconstructed
the motherland from ashes, while creating numerous
achievements one after the other. The country has trans-
formed from the land of destruction by war and genocide
to the land of peace, stability and constant development
in all fields. As of the present, Cambodia has been rec-
ognized as the the 11th country in the world that achieved
a higher economic growth during the last 10 years and
the fifth country among developing nations to have
achieved the millennium development goal. It stands in
the first rank countries in Asia Pacific that achieved good
progress in improving the country’s socio-economic in-
dicator, especially the poverty reduction at the rate of
1% per annum.

In 2013, Cambodia realized with pride numerous
achievements in its endeavor for socio-economic devel-
opment that scored a 7.4% growth, stable macro-econ-
omy and improvement of the living condition of the
people. The country put out 9.3 million tons of dry and
rainy season rice, with a surplus of 4.7 million metric
tons for export. As products from the garment and shoe-
making sector achieved an export value over 5 billion
USD, over 620,000 workers and employees received
total wages of over one billion USD per annum. Over
two million people also have benefitted indirectly from
this sector. It is worth noting the promising development
in the fields of construction, property and tourism. Cam-
bodia has received over 4.2 million foreign arrivals, a
notice of 17% increase that generated 2,547 million USD
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income or 15% higher compared to the year 2012.

As of present, the national and provincial roads alto-
gether have come to 12,239 Kilometers. To include also
the rural roads, we now have 48,842 Kilometers. We
have fourteen bridges across rivers and tributary to the
sea and there are five more bridges under construction
— The Mekong 3 (at Neak Loeung), The Mekong 4 (at
Stoeng Treng), theJroy JangvaBridge 2 (in Phnom Penh),
the Bassac 3 (at Takhmao, Kandal) and the Bssac 4 (at
Koh Thom ditrict, Kandal province). We have improved
our water management every year though building small,
medium and large hydraulic and irrigation system ev-
erywhere in the country. Particularly, in 2014, Cambodia
expects to achieve another growth of over 7%. Based on
these achievements, Cambodia is making its advance-
ment to a hopeful future.

These successes and achievements fail to please the
opposition party and ill will circles. They have on the
contrary sought every means to deny the meaning of
these achievements, twisted the historical truth of the
more than 35 years, while created endless complication,
especially after the fifth legislative term of the National
Assembly’s elections. They aim to take people’s trust
away from the Cambodian People’s Party and henceforth
seek to topple it through people’s power. Their ambition
for power is not a creation in the present circumstance
but one since when the Cambodian People’s Party start-
editsleadership of the country. Nevertheless, they always
failed because the truth stands with the Cambodian Peo-
ple’s Party, whom the majority of the Cambodian people
support.

Itis true that while acclaiming the great achievements
in its leadership, the Cambodian People’s Party also ac-
knowledges subjective and objective shortcomings in its
response to the people’s demand. This has commanded
the Party to enhance steadfastly its leadership capability
in both Party and governmental works aimed at guaran-
teeing high efficiency in the implementation of policies
in all fields and assuring the Party’s officials’ efforts to
endure and embolden the Party’s will of patriotism and
love of the people, no matter in what circumstance they
may find themselves. The shortcomings, especially those
caused by negative actions of a small number of officials,
who failed to adhere to the party’s ideal, while infringing
upon rights and interests of the state and people, have
become strong points for the opposition, who, through
their slanderous propaganda, exaggerated further among
people toignite conflict and discontent towards the Cam-
bodian People’s Party.

Itis in its effort to scrap those shortcomings the Cam-
bodian People’s Party has revealed strong determination
in continuing to implement more effectively wide-rang-
ing and deep-rooted reforms in numerous fields to guar-
antee good governance, ensure justice, social equity and
sustainable development.

Now is a new stage when the Party has to face up
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with rapid changes in the world development, in foreign
relations, socio-economic advancement as well as im-
measurable impacts of technology that prompt a new
way of life and thinking attitude of the people. At the
same time, the opposition party has sought every means
to expand its role in the society with help rendered from
ill will circles from outside. These complications require
the Party to adhere to principles, policies and determined
actions aimed at responding to new changes. In this con-
text, the Cambodian People’s Party must continue its
supremely historic mission with higher determination
than ever to realize successes in the implementation of
its political platform, to guarantee the protection of na-
tional achievements, defense of the Constitution, nation,
religion and King, while raising high and steadfast living
condition of the people in the whole country.

In this spirit, the Party of all levels, every officials
and members should keep in mind invaluable thought
given in the speech of Samdech Akka Moha Thomma
Pothisdal Chea Sim, on occasion of the 63rd anniver-
sary of the foundation of the Cambodian People’s Party.
The thought goes: “presently, our nation is making its
energetic and hopeful advancement toward a bright fu-
ture, one that is going to be in our hands. Peace, democ-
racy and development are not only the aspiration but also
the truth in the making. It will serve as a correct path to
continue our advancement. Over the past 150 years, we
had so little opportunity for national development. The
rest of the time was for suffering and shamefulness from
losing dignity and destructive war to indescribable trag-
edy. We cannot lose opportunity no more. We must hold
ontothis chance for developmentby ourselves. Anything
different to that would have us placed in instability, divi-
sion and poverty that no one would know when we could
liberate ourselves. This is the main reason. The Cambo-
dian People’s Party appeals to all compatriots and all
political parties and circles, despites their different po-
litical tendencys, to refrain themselves from actions that
may lead to division and to join action under the Con-
stitution for the sake of our nation”./.
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