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CPP’s Key Role in Search of National Political Settlement

On 22 July 2014, the political tension arisen from the fifth
legislative term of the National Assembly’s general election has
been resolved in the summit of leaders of the Cambodian People’s
Party (CPP) and the Cambodian National Rescue Party (CNRP).
The two parties have agreed on a political settlement, working
together in the National Assembly, conducting electoral reform,
chaptering the electoral institution in the Constitution, while set-
ting a new date for the forthcoming elections and rearranging the
National Assembly’s leadership structure.

The two parties will review the leadership structure of the
Senate and reform key national institutions aimed at securing
effectiveness in serving our nation and people in accordance with
the principle of democracy and rule of law. The scored achieve-
ment clearly shows that peaceful negotiation among Cambodians
is the only way to solve the national problems to suit the people’s
aspiration. Turmoil inflicting demonstrations in the society was
not a solution but a recipe for national loss and destabilization.

It is worth recalling that over the past nearly one year, the
opposition party regularly created complicate situations through
various forms, especially street protests and anarchic public dem-
onstrations leading to violence. In that context, the elections-
winning Cambodian People’s Party has always adhered respon-
sibly to political position in safeguarding political stability and
ensuring state sustainability as well as people’s regular socio-
economic livelihood.

Simultaneously, the Cambodian People’s Party faithfully
sought for a political solution with the opposition party while
making reconciliatory and concessional offers one after the oth-
er at the technical teams as well as in the top-level negotiations.
The negotiation, however, did not come to a positive result since
the opposition party demanded for conditions that were uncon-
stitutional and unrealistic to the Cambodian situation. Until 22
July 2014, one week after the 15-July violence-led protest event
at the democratic park, the two parties have reached the solution
ceasing the dragging post-election tension.

The Agreement on Political Settlement between the two par-
ties on July 22 is indeed a victory for the whole nation and hailed
by international community. The agreement contains significant
meanings as followed:

- The settlement entirely reflects the political position of the
Cambodian People’s Party to have adhered steadfastly since after
the elections. Those positions are:

*Demonstration as carried out by the opposition party is not
a solution. Only negotiation can solve the problem. No foreign
nation can solve the issues on Cambodians’ behalf.

*Settlement must base on results of the elections, in which
CPP has won 68 seats and CNRP 55 seats in the National As-
sembly.

*Settlement must base on Constitution, existing laws and legal
tools in conformity with principles of democracy and rule of law.

*Settlement muststem out from faithful national reconciliation
spirit that all are working together in the supreme interest of our
nation and people.

- The settlement obviously shows faithfulness, capability and
responsibility of the 35 years-experienced CPP in leading the
country. CPP adheres steadfastly to the policy of peace and na-
tional reconciliation, while making adjustment and concession
aimed at resolving internal issues of the country.

- The settlement also sets light on the fact that the more than
one-year political tension - which brought about violence one
after the other, sustained damage to security and public and private
property, caused injuries among people and competentauthorities,
while inflicting disfavor cloud in investment and business — was
mistake of opposition political leaders. They must avoid creating
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this kind of problem in the future.

- The settlement, while putting an end to political tension and
bringing about joy for people in the whole country, also gives
encouragement to the international community. It prevents the
country from national division and ensures continued strengthen-
ing and expanding national reconciliatory environment. Not least,
the settlement furthers political stability, security, social order
and development.

- The settlement underlines political maturity of political par-
ties winning seats in the National Assembly to work together to
serve national and people’s interests.

The Cambodian people in the whole country express joys for
the political settlement with a firm hope that from now on there
will be no more anarchic demonstration, protest and turmoil-
driven actions in our society. The two parties will be working
together in the National Assembly to solve every national problem
in accordance with the principle of democracy and rule of law.
The two parties must make efforts to expand popularity through
creation of real achievements in service to the people. The settle-
ment further reflects the key role of the Cambodian People’s
Party, who, in the past 36 years, has been doing everything for
peace, stability, national reconciliation, democracy and progress
for the motherland and people. CNRP must therefore express its
faithfulness and true will in implementing the spirit of this agree-
ment on political settlement./.
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