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Reform - Vital to Cambodia and CPP

The nation-wide representatives’ extraordinary congress of
the Cambodian People’s Party from 30 of January throughto 1
February 2015 held under important subject “Reform is Vital
to the Cambodian nation and the Cambodian People’s Party.”
In spirit of utmost responsibility for the supreme interest of the
nation and people, the congress reviewed and discussed thor-
oughly the Party’s leadership so far, especially the fourth and
fifth legislature of the National Assembly, both its strong and
weak points regarding the achievements and challenges, while
putting out strategic tasks for the coming period. The Party has
especially defined principles and measures to continue imple-
menting reform in a speedy and more effective manner and to
make it a common national movement.

The reality has clearly shown that over the past 36 years of
the Cambodian People’s Party leadership, Cambodian over-
comes heroically various historic, flexible and complicated
stages to score numerous achievements for the people. With
those achievements, the country has been led out of its darkest
period to a brighter and hopeful future. Having travelled this
path, the people of Cambodia clearly know that the Cambo-
dian People’s Party has a central and indispensable role in lead-
ing Cambodia in the past as well as in the present and future.
It is true that progress or backwardness of the Cambodian
People’s Party impacts evolution of the Cambodian society and
the Party’s existence itself.

From one stage to another, the situation changes and sets
out new demands and issues to resolve. While on the path of
progress, there arise endlessly various inactive factors, which,
if allowed to mushroom, would be transformed into obstruc-
tions to the country’s pace of progress. It is in this sense that
reform is essential to raise high the Party’s virtue and capacity
in response to actual development of the situation.

Continuing to implement reform in a new stage of develop-
ment is not unconventional to the Party. In mid of 1980s the
Cambodian People’s Party adopted economic reform to recog-
nize private economic composition, the first of its reform. By
late 1980s, the Cambodian People’s Party exercised major po-
litical and socio-economic reforms leading the country to a new
stage of peace, national reconciliation, liberal democracy, plu-
ralism and development. However, the current circumstance
has required an even profounder reform and more determined
manner. The opposition groups and ill-will circle have nurtured
ambition to downfall the Cambodian People’s Party through
theirpolicy of demagogue, distortionand other perfidious tricks
aimed at winning the people’s heart and mind so as to hijack
democracy and rule of law should their ambition succeeds.

Wrongdoingsbysomeofficialssuchascorruption, nepotism,
abuse of power, violation of justice principle, lack of public ser-
vice as well as inefficient application of law, etc. have been
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topics of their endless propaganda and to harm the Party’s
honour. A new point in this endeavour is that people wish that
the Party pays more attention to their daily life so that they can
live suitable live. While society requires more, each and every
official need to improve further their knowledge and working
manner to get to work efficiency.

As of present, society has experienced progress in all fields
along with social conscience, especially conscience of democ-
racy, freedom, equality and justice. This has reflected a proud
change of quality. This evolution requires the Party’s self de-
velopment to respond in a timely manner to those changes or
it will risk being bogged in backwardness and conservatism.

Reform must be carried out in both the Party and state. How
do we go about carrying reform to ensure success in respond-
ing to the people’s aspiration?

First of all, there need to have a strong will and resolute to
implement wide-ranging and profound reforms. Eachand every
official should hold on to the slogan of “reflecting oneself in
mirror, taking a bath, scrub off dirt and taking treatment.” Au-
thorities, ministries and institutions of all levels and sectors
must take part in the implementation with conscience and re-
sponsibility, while holding on to principle of reform set out by
the congress. On this basis, reform will become a shared na-
tional movement to achieve socio-economic changes with re-
sponsible leadership of the Cambodian People’s Party.

In short, continuing to implement resolute and effective
reform is essential and urgent to safeguard achievements and
momentum of progress of society while increasing strength of
the Party. Reform is an effort not only to do away inactive fac-
tors but also to expand currently active ones and creates more
in the march of our nation and people. Reform aims to assure
more socio-economic progress, where people will have a better
life, while democracy, freedom, equality and social justice will
be promoted constantly. It is on this basis that the Cambodian
People’s Party always wins the trust and support, while hostile
tricks of opposition groups and ill-will circles will meet failure./.
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