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The Cambodian People’s Party Plays Central Role in Culture of Dialogue

The people of Cambodia have gone through history of hundred years
of sufferings, blood and tear, separation, division, internal rift, national weak-
ening, loss of territory, belief and hope and, no less, severe disrespect. Since
the fall of the Angkor Empire, Cambodia fell into internal racial conflicts and
divided into two or three parts led to internal wars to no end. In order to win,
Cambodian factions asked for helps from neighbouring countries, for which
they had to sacrifice national interests. Internal conflicts born out of ambitions
for power of Cambodian political leaders in those periods weakened Cam-
bodia to a point that it was impossible to keep national sovereignty. Once
was a large country, the Khmer empire lost its land and had shrunk to the
present size.

In the modern history of Cambodia, the coup on 18 March 1970 caused
a five years and one month war. After Pol Pot came to power in April 1975,
in just three years, eight months and twenty days, they implemented cruel
policy of genocide and destroyed Cambodia’s national structures to the
roots. The historic victory on 7 January 1979 brought Cambodian people
back to life. War continued, though, in certain places until late 1998, when
it ended thanks to the implementation of the win-win policy.

War is never a solution. Making war to end war or exercising violence
to quell violence would lead to no way out. Being a nation in division, ac-
cusing and killing one another, and revenge in way of Cambodian slogan
that goes “a fish would eat ants when the land is flooded and ants would eat
fish when water receded,” would only lead to serious disaster for the coun-
try. Cambodia already passed away the dark period. It takes a short time to
create conflict but it would take long time and sacrifice so much to extinguish
it. Otherwise, the country would not be able to get a chance to end the
conflict.

After the liberation of 7 January 1979, the Cambodian People’s Party
adheres strictly to the political path of great banner of national solidarity,
gathering all national forces across politicaltendencies andlettinggorevenge
for the sake of restoring and reconstructing our country from ashes of war
and genocide. Understanding clearly the way to extinguish the flame of war
through negotiation, the Cambodian People’s Party put out the national
reconciliation policy leading to dialogue, or in other word the Sihanouk-Hun
Sen negotiation in FereenTardenois, France, on 2 December 1987. Nego-
tiations conducted since then until the Paris Peace Agreement came into
being on 23 October 1991.

Implementing the agreement, the elections were held, the monarchy
was restored and the country’s national foundation was mended. Despites
all that, war continued in certain places as the Khmer Rouge withdrew itself
from the agreement. However, the win-win policy reflected a culture of dia-
logue put out by SamdechTecho Hun Sen for effective implementation, while
scoring success in securing full peace for the whole nation for the first time
in almost 500 years. That has created extraordinary opportunity for the
country’s development into the present. Henceforth, it has proven clearly
that a war could not end by another war but by peaceful negotiation or
culture of dialogue to achieve peace.

After the general elections on 28 July 2013, the National Rescue Party
created the most complex and tense situation through anarchically carrying
out streets demonstrations and protests, in what is called “colour revolution,”
aimed at denying results of the elections, the people’s decision, hoping to
overthrow legal Royal Government led by the Cambodian People’s Party.
In this context, the Cambodian People’s Party adhered strictly to responsible
political position in defending political stability, maintaining sustainability of
the state and normalizing people’s socio-economic livelihood, while making
steadfast efforts to seek political solution with the parties in opposition, in
other words, creating chance for negotiation or the culture of dialogue.
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However, the parties in opposition sought pretext to deny dialogue and
risked continuing activities that violated seriously the Constitution, state laws
and will of the people. While there is no other choice, due to the fact they
had to face with law and condemnation of the people, the National Rescue
Party resorted to negotiation with the Cambodian People’s Party leading to
the realization of agreement on political solution between the two political
parties. The agreement clearly stated therein that peaceful solution through
negotiation is the only positive mean for solving political problems arisen
after the fifth legislative term of the National Assembly’s elections on 28 July
2013. The result clearly shows that, in any circumstance, only reconciliation
and compromise based on uplifting national interest through the culture of
dialogue is the solution. The Cambodians have resolved their own problem.
No foreigners can help resolve it.

Achievements scored to the present, including political stability, macro-
economics and chance for national development, attach with culture of dia-
logue. It is in this reason that the Cambodian People’s Party, especially
SamdechTecho Hun Sen, makes efforts to raise high culture of dialogue to
reflect bottom-hearted faithfulness to ensure that the culture stays on sus-
tainably in our society, from top to bottom, and to enliven in the hearts and
minds of everyone of our compatriots. Under whatever circumstance it
maybe, we will not look at each other as enemy and will unite in resolving
national problem with honour.

It is true that some politicians and/or extremist persons are discontent
with the culture of dialogue and thus seeking means to hinder it. It is so
because they keep on placing themselves in negative political ambitions,
while ignoring true aspiration of the people. Should they deny the culture of
dialogue, it means that they wanted to create hostility, division, adversary
and violence leading to killing each other once again. The Cambodian
people love peace and support the culture of dialogue. Politicians and/or
ill-will persons who would not accept and continue to hinder the culture of
dialogue would be isolated from the people. The culture of dialogue should
base on clear principle and no one should use the culture of dialogue in
replacement of Constitution and law and democratic mechanism.

The Cambodian People’s Party, who fulfilled its historic role in rescuing
the nation from the regime of genocide bringing peace for the motherland,
will strive to increase its role in resolutely keeping peace, stability and na-
tional reconciliation, while strictly implementing the joint declaration between
the Cambodian People’s Party and the National Rescue Party dated 8 May
2015. The Cambodian People’s Party hopes that the National Rescue Par-
ty will faithfully implement the joint declaration for the sake of supreme na-
tional and people’s interests./.
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