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EDIPORIAL | Reform of Education Enjoys Great Success and Support
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The Royal Government of Cambodia in the fifth legislative term
of the National Assembly has been striving to implement ener-
getically deep and wide-ranging state reform with strong and active
determination. Among them, reform on the field of education has
enjoyed great support and success.

The Royal Government of Cambodia sets out correct policies
in the field of education by clearly determining to continue to build
and develop qualitative and virtuous human resource thatresponds
to demand for socio-economic development, mainly to build Cam-
bodia a progressive knowledge-based society in every field — sci-
ence, technology and knowhow — as other countries in the region
and world. Presently, Cambodia is in its stage of development that
requires necessarily human resource with real knowledge and
knowhow capable to participate effectively and conscientiously.

In the last two years, reform in the field of education at gen-
eral educational level has brought about good result discovering
real human resource that will continue their education to tertiary
level. Results of the seniorsecondary school diplomafor2013-2014
and especially for 2014-2015 have clearly reflected new changes
in the field of education. In the 2014-15 senior secondary school
exams, 446,560 students or 55.88% out of 83,125 students passed
— among them, 108 passed with mention A; 1,085 passed with
mention B; 3,292 students passed with mention C; 6,093 students
passed with mention D; and 35,982 students passed with mention
E.

Compared to the previous school year, when the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports first conducted the reform of second-
ary level education exam, some 33,997 students or 40.67% of all
the exam takers passed. Many factors have resulted in this great
reform success. However, the outstanding factor is efforts made
by students themselves in sufficiently preparing for the exam with
supports provided by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports,
the Anti-Corruption Unit, Union of Youth Federations of Cambodia,
national-level working group to provide help to local level, teachers
and their parents or superintendants. They have helped exam tak-
ers acquiring real capacity in passing exams with own knowledge.

The great meaning of the success in the reform of education
is deep changes in the way exam taking had been in the past,
when negative habit had almost become a substandard culture.
Now, people of all strata and circles have seen clearly that justice
in the field of education has emerged truly that students with real

capacity — children of normal or senior officials, rich or poor parents,
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rural or urban locations — passed. For instance, some students
who passed the exams with mention A are children of poor families
in rural areas. Students have changed their attitudes and con-
sciences making efforts in their studies, strengthening their knowl-
edge, especially, abiding by discipline, respecting teachers, while
abandoning attitude of improper aggressiveness.

Students who passed the exams have brought pride and hon-
or to their families, schools and society. This also puts an end to
view of offering bribe that had surfaced in the past, while people
are seeing positive image and transparency in education again.
Meeting with 108 exam takers who passed with mention A on 15
September 2015, Samdech Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the
Royal Government of Cambodia, considered the success of the
senior secondary school exam-taking event as result of a two-way
effort. Firstly, it is the efforts made by students in their studies, and
secondly, the efforts of the Royal Government in creating chance
of peace, stability, good infrastructure, where schools and teachers
can do good job.

Deep reform of the Royal Government of Cambodia in educa-
tion bears great significance that we all must continue to participate
for the improvement of this field. There are numerous works to do,
especially the need to increase quality and efficiency of educa-
tional services at all levels, from primary level upward, strengthen-
ing quality in every exam ending each level of education, while
making incentives for teachers to improve their teaching capacity
and school directors’ management capacity. It is worth saying that
reform takes place from top to bottom and vice versa.

Based on this achievement and efforts, presently and in the
future, we will have human resource with good quality in all fields
to build Cambodia a society of progress as other civilized countries

in the world./.
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