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January 7 Victory Is Everything Cambodians Have Today

Today, if we look back to 37 years ago to remind things that we had known
and heard from 1979 through to the present, we should be happy and proud of
numerous achievements arisen from efforts made by our nation under the leader-
ship of the Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) in restoring and reconstructing the
country from ashes to progress.

Historic reality has clearly shown that the great victory of January 7 is the
second birthday of the Cambodian people. It was with January 7 Victory that the
Cambodian people achieved everything today. At this moment, the Cambodian
people in the whole country are greeting solemnly and excitingly the 37th anniver-
sary of the January 7 Victory over achievements scored in the past 37 years, more
importantly recent successes realized in the first two years of the fifth term Na-
tional Assembly’s Royal Government.

In this auspicious event, we brought back our memory of bitterness and hard-
ship that our people suffered under heinous crimes committed by the Pol Pot’s
regime of genocide on its own nation in the period of three years, eight months
and twenty days, started on 17 April 1975. The January 7 Victory overthrew the
blood thirsty regime, closed Cambodia’s darkest chapter, and opens one of a new
era, which people have become owners of their destinies, regained rights, freedom,
honor, dignity and hope lost completely under the regime of Pol Pot. While rescu-
ing million of Cambodian people to life, the January 7 Victory instated essential
transformation in Cambodia’s historic evolution. The victory contributes always for
regional and world peace and security.

To understand even better the meaning of the January 7 Victory, we shall
remind bitter and painful history in the past. The Cambodian people, especially
those youngsters of the present generation, must have learnt about each passing
phase of our nation. Cambodia started its descent into abyss of destruction when
the Lon Nol clique launched their coup to overthrow Samdech Preah Norodom
Sihanouk on 18 March 1970. War raged throughout the country. On 17 April 1975,
the Lon Nol regime fell, while people of Cambodia hoped to return to peaceful life.
However, the Pol Pot clique had occupied the country and plundered completely
people’s achievements. They implemented its brutal regime of genocide.

National infrastructures destroyed to a complete ruin, while people survived
as slaves living every minute in fear. A person’s life was no match to that of an
animal. Before slaves, heaps of corps that they killed and complete destruction of
the motherland, leaders of the genocidal regime boasted their successes in imple-
menting a policy in a regime where there was no rich man, poor man, exploited or
exploiting people, and there were no private ownership but equality and collective-
ness.

Then, the Cambodians victimized by the regime wished for any powerful
person ever to rescue them out of hell-like life. It was so fortunate that the truly
patriotic forces remained from the Pol Pot’s killing seceded from the regime of
genocide and gathered together to set up the National United Front for Salvation
of Kampuchea on 2 December 1978 under the leaderships of Samdech Chakrey
Heng Samrin, Samdech Pothisal Chea Sim, Samdec Techo Hun Sen and other
dignitaries. The Front appealed to people to stand up and lead a brave fight with
tremendous and effective support of the voluntary Vietnamese forces to overthrow
the regime of genocide on 7 January 1979.

Right after the liberation of the country, the first strategic task of the people’s
authority was national defense and reconstruction as there were uncountable com-
plications left by the war and the regime of genocide. As national infrastructure
destroyed to its root, famine threatened the whole country the state authority had
to lead people in restoring economy and livelihood from scratch, while continuing
to fight to prevent possible return of the regime of genocide to safeguard national
revival.

In those circumstances, some external circles continued to provide lifeline for
the regime of genocide while unjustly placing economic and political embargos on
Cambodia. Challenging difficult and dangerous circumstances, the Cambodian
People’s Party and authority of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea continued to
raise high banner of solidarity and resolutely defended achievements of the Janu-
ary 7 Victory, while making steadfast effort to restore and reconstruct the country
to stability step after step. It has come to a stage of self-expansion and strengthen-
ing in just ten years time to create a foundation and necessary conditions for peace
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process, national reconciliation, democracy, and socio-economic development to
the present. That is the historical fact.

However, the opposition and ill-willed circles refuse to accept this truth. They
always twisted historical facts, especially the great meaning of the January 7 Vic-
tory only because it was the foundation of historical fact, merit of the Cambodian
People’s Party for the country and people, and the Cambodian People’s Party
popularity in every election. People of conscience — Cambodians or foreigners, all
understand clearly that should there be no 18 March 1970 coup, there would not
be war in between 1970 and 1975, and should there be no war for that five years
period, there would not be that regime of Pol Pot’s genocide, and henceforth no
January 7 day.

The January 7 Victory closed its darkest page and opened one in the Cam-
bodia’s new era. Thanks to the January 7 Victory, the country realized the Paris
Peace Agreement on 23 October 1991, the UN supervised elections, and the re-
establishment of the Constitutional monarchy in Cambodia. It originated also plu-
ralistic and democratic political system, free and fair elections at national and
sub-national levels, universal and non-universal, that reflect entirely the people’s
wills.

The spirit of January 7 Victory shall last always deeply in the hearts of the
Cambodian people for generations to come. Without the January 7 Victory, the
Cambodian motherland could have been disappeared by the Pol Pot’s clique. That
we have the January 7 Victory, we have everything today and a promising future.
May people of all strata and circles, especially the Cambodian youth understand
and clearly define that achievements that we realized in the last 37 years after the
January 7 Victory are invaluable and immeasurable that we all must make effort
to safeguard, strengthen and expand further. We must not allow groups or ill-willed
circles to cause destruction to them.

The spirit of January 7 Victory is that of solidarity, heroism, and victory. We all
must strengthen firmer strand of solidarity and continue to raise high the January
7 spirit, while preventing resolutely destructive actions on our nation and people’s
harmonious livelihood, continuing to construct and defend our motherland for its
long lasting existence in independence, peace, freedom, democracy, neutrality
and social progress./.
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