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On the occasion of the Unlversal New Year 2016

the Pracheachun Magazine would like to express its sincere best

wishes to Samdechs, Your Royal Highnesses, Excellencies, Lok
Chumteav, Lok Oknha, Government Officials, Royal Armed Forces,
Military Police, National Police, Compatriots, Diplomatic Mission
and International Organizations in the Kingdom of Cambodia good
health, wealth, happiness, prosperity and every success.

from the Pracheachun
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January 7 Victory - 37 Years of Solidarity, Heroism and Successes

The last 37 years in the Cambodian history has recorded
numerous major events with fundamental meaning of existence
and progress of the Cambodian motherland and people. The
great victory over the regime of genocide on 7 January 1979
endedthe darkestperiod and opened anew era ofindependence,
freedom, sovereignty, and social progress. The Cambodian
people have stranded solidarity under the leadership of the Cam-
bodian People’s Party to make bravely and proudly physical and
mental efforts in striving trough uncountable obstacles.

After the liberation, we had to restore from scratch socio-
economic and living condition of our people, while the country
was in parts at war and at peace, and had to face with unjust
economic embargo and political isolation from certain countries
whose aim was to bring back the genocidal regime to Cambodia.
However, no obstacle could falter patriotism and will of our peo-
ple. Holding arms in one hand to prevent the return of the geno-
cidal regime, to defend the revival of the motherland and na-
tional achievements, with another hand people produced to
restore stable economy and livelihood gradually.

Achievements scored in fields of national defense, restora-
tion, and construction of our motherland over a period of ten
years (1979 through to 1989) had created a foundation and
necessary conditions for search of peace and national recon-
ciliation, which was our people’s insisting and sacred demand,
until the realization of the 1991 Paris Agreement on Political
Settlement of Cambodia was reached. Based on this, Cambodia
stepped into a new phase of peace, national reconciliation, de-
mocracy, and development.

After the general elections in 1993, the Constitutional mon-
archy regime came to life once again, while democracy and
liberal pluralism had promoted endlessly, and people’s right and
freedom enjoyed steadfastrespect. Thoughthe country achieved
strong socio-economic progress, Cambodia had yet realized full
peace. Until 1998, the Khmer Rouge political and military orga-
nization came to a complete downfall thanked to the win-win
policy set out by Samdech Techo Hun Sen. War ended. A full
peace achieved in the country had led to unity of territory and
people under the roof of one Constitution. Peace, political stabil-
ity, and security have given unprecedented opportunity for socio-
economic development and improvement of people’s living con-
dition.

In the lasttwo decades, Cambodia scored an average growth
of 7.7% per annum putting it in a group of eight countries with
fast and resilient growth. In 1998, average GDP per capita was
at 253 USD. It had grown to 1,138 USD in 2014 and 1,225 USD
in 2015. It has foreseen to reach 1,325 USD in 2016. Particu-
larly, the Cambodianeconomicgrowthin 2015 will score ataround
7%, in which industry will share about 8.7%, service sector about
9% and agriculture about 1%. On this basis, poverty has reduced
quickly to 13.5% in 2014. The prediction for the 2016 economic
growth is it will continue to realize within 7%, with 9.6% sup-
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ported by industrial sector, 6.5% from service sector, and 4.3%
from agricultural sector. In 2016, Cambodia will be in its phase
of transforming from low-income country to lower middle-income
country and will be heading toward higher middle-income coun-
try status by 2030.

At the same time, Cambodia’s prestige has restored and
raised highintheinternational arena. Cambodia receives support
and assistance from international community for its development
in all fields and takes part equally and in equal footing with oth-
er countries in resolving international affairs at regional and world
level.

However, peace, stability and progress of Cambodia under
the leadership of the Cambodian People’s Party has been con-
trary to what wanted by the opposition and ill-willed circles, who
seek every means to realize their political ambitions. Therefore,
inthe past 37 years, they have made endless efforts by all means,
including initiation of color revolution disguised under labels of
democracy and human rights, to overthrow the Cambodian
People’s Party. They have slandered the meaning of 7 January
Victory, while sowing dangerous concepts in the mass, espe-
cially among younger people to unconscientiously attack the 7
January Victory, whose only enemy was the regime of genocide.
Although they could have reaped some benefits from such re-
actionary activities of lying, cheating, exaggerating, and deceiv-
ing people, still they would not be able to take away brilliantness
of social conscience as a whole. On the contrary, they suffered
failure one after the other because what they did was contrary
to the will and interest of the people.

Achievements realized in the past 37 years are truly possible
because of braveness and constant efforts made by officials,
soldiers, and people in the whole country in solidarity under the
leadership of the Cambodian People’s Party and the Royal Gov-
ernment of Cambodia for the construction and defense of its
motherland. Should there be no correct and wise leadership,
firm solidarity, and heroic sacrifices, there would not be suc-
cesses in the endless struggle process over the past 37 years.
The spirit of 7 January will exist lively always in the heart of
every people and generation. This existence will take firm root-
ing on patriotic conscience of officials and members of the Cam-
bodian People’s Party, who would have to make efforts to create
new achievements for the nation and people, while determining
the elimination of inactive phenomena on the path forward of the
Party./.
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