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Harmony and Development — Precious Fruits of Peace

Inthis world, nearly every nation has passed through internal conflict,
division, protracted war, and destruction. Some nations disappeared
from this world, while some recovered proudly after falling into havocs.
As for Cambodia, after going through the prosperous Angkor era, the
country fell since the 14th century because we lost national unity, inter-
nal war as well as ideological conflict being brought to bear from outside.

Reviewing the Cambodian history in the past four decades, starting
from the coup on 18 March 1970, led by Mr. Lon Nol to overthrow Sam-
dech Preah Norodom Sihanouk, with support from the United States of
America, the whole country plunged into a flaming war. Stared from 17
April 1975 through to 6 January 1979, Cambodia continued its fall into
the regime of genocide created by the Pol Pot clique who killed over
three million people and destroyed social and national infrastructure to
their roots.

Having gone through war for five years and one month, and the
regime of genocide for three years, eight months and twenty days, the
people of Cambodia suffered great holocaust, tragedy, separation and
fear beyond description from killings by millions tons of bombs, bamboo
sticks, hoes and uncountable forms of torturing methods. They pushed
our nation to the brink of an abyss of vanishing. The Cambodian land
turned to be hell, in which many Cambodian people became slaves like
in ancient time.

The great historic victory of 7 January 1979, under the leadership
of the Cambodian People’s Party and the National United Front for Sal-
vation of Kampuchea, saved the country from the regime of genocide in
a timely manner. The people of Cambodia survived and worked hand in
hand to rebuild the country from scratch and at the time when the coun-
try was partly in peace and in war. The Cambodian People’s Party, un-
derstanding clearly people’s sacred wish to achieve peace and national
reconciliation, strived to implement the path of national great solidarity
aimed atmobilizing khmer from every political tendency torecreate peace
on our pitiful motherland.

On 2 December 1987, the Sihanouk-Hun Sen. negotiation forum
commenced looking for political settlement by Cambodian factions until
we achieved Paris Peace Agreement in October 1991. However, the
Paris settlement did not realize a full peace yet. It was until 1998, thanks
to the win-win policy set out by Samdech Techo Hun Sen that neutralized
the Khmer Rouge political and military organization, Cambodia achieved
full national and territorial unity, which is unprecedented in its 500 years
history.

Started from 1998 through to 2016, in this 17 years period, the
people of Cambodia enjoyed sufficient opportune moment in national
development and yielded rapid progress in every field, enjoying admira-
tion from international community. As of present,our people have lived
in harmony, in equal footing and rights with other nations in the world.
Started from scratch and a state of heavily destruction, our people have
united to rebuild the country to progress beyond imagination.

Realistically, in the past two decades, Cambodia has been one of
the eight countries in the world that realized high economic growth in a
rapid manner. Cambodia ranked first, in Asia Pacific region, for its im-
provement of social indicators. Cambodia is a country that realized its
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UN millennium development goals in many sectors before 2015 and is
in its departure from a low-income country to a lower middle-income
country, and hope to become a country of middle-income status by the
year 2030.These valuable achievements are the fruits of peace.

Only those who went through the flame of war and killings, had cor-
rect knowledge of history, would know clearly the value of peace. Those
in the opposition and ill-willed circles, because of their ambition of pow-
er and personal interest, would not be afraid to bring in the flame of war
to put the motherland in destruction again. They instigated, caused divi-
sion of national unity, damaged close relation between state and people,
educated people to abide by no law, to have no respect for state institu-
tions, recognize no elections results, inflamed patriotic extremism, and
conducted opposition action in an extremist manner, etc. In the end, all
they did would only bring Cambodia to return to instability, division, and
war once again, should they realized their tricks.

We should remind that to create war one would need a short time
like what the Lon Nol group had done in 1970. However, to strive for
peace would take a long time as in the past it had taken us from 1979
through to 1998 to achieve it. Therefore, we must resolutely maintain
and defend peace, at whatever price it may take, that we have realized
with hardships. To ensure sustainable peace, every Cambodian, no mat-
ter what tendency they may belong to, should unite and keep solidarity
under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia, while determined-
ly protect social achievements, raise high culture of peace and non-vi-
olence, respect of human rights and dignity, strengthen democracy and
rule of law, continue to strive socio-economic development. Steadfast
improvement of people’s living condition is also important.

The Cambodian People’s Party, headed by Samdech Akka Moha
Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, is the only firm central force in keeping
peace and preventing hostile forces from making fire of war again on
the land of Cambodia. Samdech Techo Hun Sen reminded that the great-
est tragedy that the Cambodian people encountered continues to live in
their memories. It is a remembrance that is unforgettable and advisory
to people as a whole, politicians, and social circles, especially youth
strata, on patriotism and to fulfill common obligation in keeping and
strengthening lasting peace. They should be determined to prevent the
bitter history from recurring on the Cambodian motherland./.
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The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
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upon the proposal of Cambodia, Philippines, the Republic of Korea and Viet Nam
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