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Preventing Underhand Trick from Pushing Cambodia into Disaster Agaln
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The Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia clearly stipu-
lates that the Kingdom of Cambodia shall be an independent,
sovereign, peaceful, permanently neutral and non-aligned coun-
try. Every Khmer citizen shall be equal before the law, enjoying
the same rights, freedom and fulfilling the same obligations re-
gardless of race, color, sex, language, religious belief, political
tendency, birth origin, social status, wealth or other status. The
exercise of personal rights and freedom by any individual shall
not adversely affect the rights and freedom of others. The exer-
cise of such rights and freedom shall be in accordance with law.

The Royal Government of the fifth legislative National As-
sembly born from the people’s will through elections has been
implementing active role and duty based firmly on the Constitu-
tion and existing laws in leading our nation to guarantee peace,
stability, security, social order, promotion of democracy, rights
and freedom, and living condition of the people. However, the
opposition party, because of blind extremism and ambition for
power, always seeks every means to overthrow the legal Royal
Government and to destroy people’s peaceful life.

Recently, a handful of people from certain non-governmental
organizations and associations, with financial assistance from
abroad, have rallied in the so-called “Black Monday” campaign
by dressing in black to demand an unconditional release of five
people, who are officials of civil society and National Election
Committee detained on charges of bribery and collusion to car-
ry out offence. Actions show that these people, wire-pulled by
someone behind, have acted aggressively in violation of prin-
ciple of democracy and rule of law by keeping instant pressure
on court, which is an independent institution and functioning in
accordance with the Constitution. Even more fundamentally
dangerous, though, such actions show clearly their aims to cre-
ate a black color revolution to carry on the 2013-2014 pink
revolution, started then by the opposition and failed later.

It is worth reminding that during and after the 2013 elections,
the opposition parties, together with external ill willed circles,
aimed to exert change in the Cambodian society through illegal
movement disguised under color revolution. They slandered and
accused the National Elections Committee, created violence on
elections day, mobilized and organized anarchic street demon-
strations, boycotted National Elections session, and denied elec-
tions results. While declaring that they did not recognize the
legally founded Royal Government, they also demanded Sam-
dech Techo Hun Sen to step down. They appealed to the armed
forces to take no order from the Royal Government, and sent
activists to present lotus flowers to them. Finally, they drove
demonstrations further into strikes of violence leading to deaths,
injuries, and damages of public and private properties. It was a
fierce menace to peace, security and public order. Fortunately,
competent authority and forces took firm and effective legal mea-
sures that prevented and extinguished the then color revolution.

Despite all that, the opposition does not abandon their un-
derhand tricks aiming at overthrowing the Royal Government
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led by the Cambodian People’s Party. They are now trying a
“black” color revolution through what they called “Black Monday,”
primarily todenyjust courtactions onthe five detainees, toarouse
public anger and to lure them into their opposition movement.
Are they really of high virtue? Did they not know truly that taking
that course of action would infringe upon court competency, and
disregard principle of democracy and rule of law? A handful of
people dressed in black to perform protests in the streets are
just pioneering and evaluating situation, like sending a balloon
into air to learn direction of wind. Though their preliminary test
had failed, they will not put an end to their schemes. We cannot
underestimate their ill power. We must not let such venomous
plant to grow. We must put it out before it grows into a storm of
fire.

Color revolution ideology is nothing new. Presently, it has
happened in Serbia, Venezuela, Middle Eastern countries, coun-
tries in North Africa, and elsewhere. Make no mistake about it,
external power brought it to them. Its consequence was na-
tional division, war that killed hundreds of thousands of people,
and endless sufferings. Up to this moment, in some countries,
they do not even know how to bring it to the end.

To remind what happened in mid-2015, when the National
Assembly discussed and adopted law on association and non-
governmental organizations, certain associations and ill-willed
circles denied necessity of the law. It was because they wished
to do whatever they wanted freely, without having to be under
legal control, while shouting they wanted rule of law. Worse still,
there have some diplomatic and international organizations of-
ficials, who criticized the Royal Government blindly. That was an
act of interfering in internal affairs of Cambodia — which is a
sovereign state. Why did they not want to have that law? The
mystery reveals. It was part of the scenario to overthrow the
Royal Government led by the Cambodian People’s Party.

The Royal Government of Cambodia, under the leadership
of Samdech TechoHun Sen, continuestotake decisive measures,
based on law, to prevent actions under whatever form or from
whatever source to defend resolutely peace, political stability,
national security, democracy, rule of law and development, all
of which people have paid high price to realize and maintain this
far. The Cambodian people, the armed forces, civil servants and
youth in the whole country resolutely support and participate
actively with the Royal Government for this supreme course and
will not allow color revolution to grow in our beloved motherland./.
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