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Implementing Constitution and Laws to Strengthen Rule of Law

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia re-established after the
first general elections in 1993 is now 23 years old. The country has
implemented the Constitution through four more general elections, three
communal/Sangkat council elections, three elections for the Senate, and two
elections for the municipal, provincial and district councils. Currently,
national and international circles are of common sense that democratic
process, respect of human rights, and rule of law in Cambodia are growing
mature.

Over the last 32 years, based on achievements realized since the 7
January 1979 victory, under the leadership of the Cambodian People’s
Party, the Royal Government has led the country on a path of continued
progress with profound changes in socio-economic life of the people as a
whole. Cambodia has regained full peace, firm political stability, rapidly
growing socio-economic development, achievement in reducing people’s
poverty, while integrating itself into regional and international communities.
These achievements are possible because of active participations of our
people throughout the country from all walks of life, circles, and political
tendencies, in the implementation of the political platform of the Royal
Government under the premiership of Samdech Techo Hun Sen, under the
roof of one Constitution and the most revered shade of HM the King.

While making this progress, our people have had to encounter numerous
stages of obstacles, especially those caused by the oppositions and ill-willed
circles inside and abroad, who seek every means to overthrow the
Cambodian People’s Party, whom the people have given their legal mandate
to lead through free and just general elections. They have taken numerous
measures to succeed own ambitions, disguised especially under fake
democracy and human rights, to deceive people and to slander the truth.
They indulge actions in violation of the Constitution and existing laws aimed
at stirring turmoil in society leading to uncontrollable situation or at least
causing misconception that dwindles belief and support for the Royal
Government.

Suchdishonest actions show clearly that they care nothing about people’s
peaceful life or about walking along the path of democracy and rule of law.
While doing so they preach endlessly about caring for people’s hardships
and strengthening of democracy and rule of law.

Observing what had happened, from one event to another caused by
these people, we have noted interwoven actions reflecting their perfidiously
dangerous tricks. Obviously, after the general elections on 27 July 2013, the
oppositions had sought every means to destroy the electoral results through
illegal street-demonstrations until violence occurred. After reaching political
solution and culture of dialogue, they did not implement them in faithful
manner. They have made used of the solution and culture to strengthen their
forces and opened fiercer attacks on the Royal Government and the
Cambodian People’s Party. That was a gross violation to the good will of the
Cambodian People’s Party.

The opposition groups have divided among themselves actions to attack
and slander the truth, falsify documents relating to border and maps, sowing
policy of demagogue, nationalist extremism, while instigating revenge and
conflicts in society. They accused Samdech Techo, the head of Royal
Government, of dictatorship and nurturing violence to prevent general
elections from happening in 2018. They have even gone great length to insult
him and his personal honor.

On another instance, there is this Black Monday campaign aimed
clearly at trying to mobilize forces for a new color revolution, which, up to the
present moment, the opposition party has declared openly to take part in it.
These daring acts further illustrated actions in violation of laws by their
leaders and a number of individuals in civil society. As the authority takes
legal measures, they have resorted to accuse them of making political threats
on the opposition voices and civil society.

In truth, judging from their hostile actions, they have in fact killed culture
of dialogue already. However, when they failed in their political hatchings one
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after the other, they resorted to culture of dialogue again aimed at seeking
political settlement from the Cambodian People’s Party. In this context, the
Cambodian People’s Party has stated clearly its position to resume culture
of dialogue with the opposition parties only to resolve issues within the
Party’s competency, and they should not have implications whatsoever on
the court procedures. No political adjustment should be above the
Constitution and existing laws.

It is worth noting that some - with no understanding of the Cambodian
situation or never try to understand legal process of the country, have made
ill-willed evaluation based on their own interests that there have been threats
on opposition parties and restrictions on freedom of expression of civil
society. They demand pardons granting for certain individuals of the
opposition parties and human rights activists, and set them free, while in
reality those people have committed wrongdoings. The Royal Government
merely implements laws, and in this case, with regard to those who
committed offenses.

The Royal Government, the Cambodian People’s Party as well as the
Cambodian people as a whole find it necessary to maintain peace, political
stability, security, firm social order for the sake of national development and
improvement of living condition. Our primary task here is to resolutely defend
the Constitution, the fundamental law of the nation, make more efforts to
strengthen strict implementation of legal measures aimed at preventing ill
tricks to cause social turmoil. Spiritually, the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Cambodia clearly defines that the Kingdom of Cambodia is an independent
and sovereign state, ruled by law where every Cambodian has equal right
before law, and similar rights, freedom, and obligation without discrimination.
Use of one’s rights shall not infringe upon rights of others. Use of rights and
freedom must comply with conditions defined by laws.

Strict, effective, and participatory implementation of laws with conscience
of every Cambodian people from all walks of life and circles in society is
essential factor to guarantee peace, political stability, security and firm social
order. It also guarantees long lasting existence and progress of democracy
and human rights in Cambodia. The people of Cambodia fully support
measures taken by the Royal Government and judicial institutions in
implementing laws to strengthen rule of law and to prevent hostile actions
from bringing our nation into a new disaster.\.
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