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The historic visit of H.E. Xi Jinping, President of the
People’s Republic of China to the Kingdom of Cambodia from
13 through to 14 October 2016 has strengthened further
cooperation of strategic comprehensive partnership between
China and Cambodia, bringing more benefits for the people of
the two countries.

Cambodia and China created formal diplomatic relation in
1958, ushering in a new era of traditional friendship between
the two countries. In the past 58 years, the friendly relation
fruitfully strengthened and expanded. Specially, in the last
twenty years, the friendly relation between the two countries
deepens in every field. In December 2010, the cooperation
between Cambodia and China has reached a comprehensive
strategic partnership based on principle of equality, trust,
understanding, respect, mutual interest, and non-interference
in each other’s internal affairs.

SamdechTecho Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, said: “the Cambodia-China friendly cooperation
stands on unbreakable and inseparable win-win principle and
peaceful coexistence.” H.E. Xi lJinping said, “China and
Cambodia are good neighbors and mind and heart sharing
friends. Our two countries have high political trust that
ensures mutual benefits, and win-win situation in the field of
economics. (We are) able to ascertain real and fruitful
cooperation in every field.

During the visit of H.E. Xi Jinping, the two countries inked
some 31 agreements and protocols relating to development
projects ranging from economics, investment, infrastructure,
hydrology, agriculture, health, information, energy, security,
maritime, and one belt one road. This becomes new
mechanism to promote and drive further cooperation of the
Cambodia-China comprehensive strategic partnership to
firmer progresses. In the last years, two-way trade relations
between have grown strongly and the two countries agree to
expand trade volume to 5 billion USD in 2017.

It is worth noting that trade between Cambodia and China
in 2015 had come to 4,331 million USD, or 15.19% higher
compared to trade in 2014, where it achieved 3,760 million
USD. Exports from Cambodian to China in 2015 was 405
million USD or 15.63% less compared to 2014, when the figure
stayed at 480 million USD. Imports from China to Cambodia in
2015 grew to 3,926 million USD or 19.70% compared to 2014,
when the figure recorded at 3,280 million USD.

In the framework of foreign direct investment, in the past
five consecutive years, from 2011 to 2015, China ranked top as
the country that invested in Cambodia with a total investment
fund of 4.9 billion USD, in which 560 million USD are placed in
special economic zone. According to estimate, in the first six
months of 2016, the Cambodia-China trade volume has
reached 2,300 million USD. As far as the Sihanoukville special
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economic zone is concerned, in particular, 100 factories and
enterprises invested a total investment sum of 280 million
USD. That has provided jobs to some 13,000 Cambodians.

The People’s Republic of China has made great
contribution in the construction of national roads, bridges,
cement factories, hydropower stations, flood protection
dams, and large scale hydrological works. These achievements
not only show the scale of strong development but also
contribute majorly in reducing people’s poverty. The
government of China provided grant aid and concession loans
to the Royal Government of Cambodia to promote
development and to help alleviate poverty among people.
What is even more important is the fact that Chinese
assistance never ties with condition, but help strengthen unity
and sovereignty of the people of Cambodia.

The Cambodia-China friendship relation also resolved
concerns in economics, security, terrorism, and climate
change, while contributing to safeguarding stability, peace,
and prosperity in the region and in the world. China supports
Cambodian in upholding its important role in regional affairs
as an important member of ASEAN. This has increased
coordination and cooperation both in regional as well as
multilateral relations, taking for instance East Asia
cooperation, Lancang-Mekong cooperation and United
Nations, etc. Cambodia also declared its full support to
President Xi Jinping’s initiative of the 21rst century maritime
silk route economic belt aimed at connecting Asia, Europe,
and Africa together, along with other countries in the world.
The initiative will help with the development of infrastructure,
economics, and human resource in Cambodia. Cambodia and
China stick to parallel stand and offer mutual supports on
regional as well as world issues.

Successes of the visit of HE Xi Jinping in Cambodia reflects
more clearly to international public opinion of firm peace,
political stability, and dynamic development in Cambodia
currently, while illustrating further a correct foreign policy of
the Royal Government of Cambodia. With this supreme visit,
the long-standing traditional friendship between Cambodia
and China strengthens even firmer in the interests of the
peoples of the two countries and contributes actively to the
course of peace, stability and prosperity in the region./.
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