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Fappy New Year
On the occasion of the Universal New Year 2017

the Pracheachun Magazine would like to express its sincere best wishes to Samdechs, Your
Royal Highnesses, Excellencies, Lok Chumteav, Lok Oknha, Government Officials,
Royal Armed Forces, Military Police, National Police, Compatriots, Diplomatic
Mission and International Organizations in the Kingdom of Cambodia good health,

wealth, happiness, prosperity and every success.

from the Pracheachun

@)\1@, magazine M@
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Keeping and Promoting January-7 Spirit, Mobilizing Local Actlons for Victory in Communal Councils Elections
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Over the past 38 years, after the liberation from the genocidal
regime of Pol Pot, the Cambodian motherland has changed her
face astonishingly beyond imagination thanks to tremendous
achievements scored in all fields by our people, who are
resolutely determined to safeguard and foster the historic
January-7 victory. Conscientiously peace, freedom, and justice
loving people in the world know that on 7 January 1979, the
Cambodian people were rescued to a new life from the barbarous
regime of the Democratic Kampuchea of Pol Pot. It was on that
day that the armed forces of the National United Front for
Salvation of Kampuchea led by pure patriots of the Cambodian
People’s Party, who separated themselves from the Democratic
Kampuchea, had brought our people together to overthrow the
barbarous regime, while ushering in a new era on the land of
Cambodia.

The Cambodian people remember always that “it was
because of the 7-January victory that we have everything today.
7 January is our second birthday.” At the moment the people of
Cambodia are greeting the 38th anniversary of the 7 January
(7 January 1979-2017) victory, while taking pride on glorious
achievements scored in the course of building and defending
our motherland over the past 38 years. We are also hailing the
success of the 40th Convention of the fifth term of the Central
Committee of the Cambodian People’s Party on 17 and 18
December 2016.

It should be reminded that after the 7-January liberation, the
people’s authority of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea led
bythe CambodianPeople’s Party overcame numerous obstacles,
big and small, in the defense of people’s livelihood and prevention
of possible return of the genocidal regime, for the gradual
normalization and development of a destructed socio-economic
foundation. Going through this enormous success, we have
secured a foundation for launching national reconciliation policy
to bring about an end to war for peace and national reconciliation
aspired by the whole people of Cambodia.

Starting from there, the first Sihanouk-Hun Sen meeting for
negotiation commenced in 1987 and later in 1988, with
consecutive meetings taken parts by involved parties — national
and international ones, until the Paris Peace Agreement reached
in 23 October 1991. It was with that agreement, the first
general elections held under the management and control of
UNTAC (the United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia)
led to adoption of the new Constitution, whereas the various
nationalinstitutions were created toguarantee working procedure
of the state and social life.

Unfortunately, the implementation of the agreement did not
end the war in Cambodia. The war ended completely through
the win-win policy put out by Samdech Techo Hun Sen that led
to the dissolution of the Khmer Rouge organization politically
and militarily at the later part of 1998, creating a full peace and
national unity for the first time in over 500 years in the history of
Cambodia. Peace, stability, and national reconciliation provide
favorable conditions unprecedented to the people of Cambodia
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in rapid national restoration and development.

At present, the people of Cambodia are marching forward
on a correct path to a brilliant future, which will be free of disaster
of any kind it suffered in the past. The international community
has evaluated Cambodia to be a country that realized astonishing
economic growth in the last more than two decades and achieved
good progress in reducing people’s poverty as well as improving
various other social indicators. The poverty rate of 100% in 1979
has come down to 53.4% in 2004 and to roughly 13.5% in 2014.
In 2016, Cambodia continues to achieve an inclusive and equitable
economic growth around 7% as predicted from the beginning of
the year. In 2017, it is expected that the country will realize
another 7% growth. It is with such developmental trend that
Cambodia stepped out of being a low-income country to become
a lower-middle income country, while efforts are underway to
become a higher-middle income country by 2030.

These magnificent achievements reflect brave sacrifices and
efforts of our people, the civil servants, the armed forces, and
various circles in our country under the leadership of the
Cambodian People’s Party and the Royal Government of Cam-
bodia. It also clearly indicates that the spirit of 7 January lives
lastingly and lively in the hearts of every Cambodians, both those
who had gone through the regime of genocide and those who
are born after the 7 January.

In coincidence with national progress, the extremist opposition
and ill-will circles do not abandon their perfidious ambition that
would lead Cambodia back to disaster. They continue to slander
history, to go against the 7 January victory, to sow dangerous
political seeds, while attempting to ignite change in Cambodia
through color revolution or people’s power in the street under
the pretext of democracy and human rights contrary to the
democratic principle and rule of law. However, they could never
realize their ambitions because our people see clearly the
national progress and understand the meaning of the 7 January
victory, their rights, and obligations. More so, the Cambodian
People’s Party will stay as a backer that is warm always to the
people, a firm core of national solidarity forces for the construction
and defense of national achievements.

In 2017, the year that people will elect their fourth term
communal councils, it will be an extremely significant years for
the Party’s leadership. In this meaning, the Party at every levels
and officials must unite mentally and physically to orientate
actions to local level, stay close, and make efforts to resolve
concerns for our people, in conformity with the spirit of the 40th
Central Committee’s Convention for the sake of elections
victory and defense and support of the 7 January historic truth./.
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