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Amendments of the National Assembly’s International Regulation and Law on Political
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Presently, Cambodia is enjoying peace, stability, security,
firm public order, strong national economic development, while
national honor and prestige raised high in the international
arena. People’s living conditions improve, while liberal and
pluralistic democracy is making progress and deepening roots
in our society. Changes in positive sense are prides of the
Cambodian nation. Along with such progress, it requires
adjustments and supplements into various points relating to laws
to respond to demand of new situation for guaranteeing
continued expanding democracy, rule of law, effective
functioning of state institutions, guaranteeing of political
stability and socio-economic development, and assuring sense
of responsibility on national interests among politicians.

Commencing from this requirement, on 31 January 2017,
the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia adopted an
amendment of the National Assembly’s internal regulation, and
on 20 February 2017, an amendment of the Law on Political
Parties. The National Assembly members of the Cambodian
People’s Party adopted the internal regulation on ground that
the opposition parties have been unfaithful to implementing
dialogue culture according to the agreed principles and unwilling
to implement laws to strengthen rule of law by making various
mechanisms of the National Assembly to endlessly create
obstacles and to abuse laws. In amending the National
Assembly’s internal regulation, it has ended, firstly, different
interpretations of the new 48(iii) Article of the regulation;
secondly, abuse of power of the court through the new 48(iii)
Article; thirdly, holding the majority hostage by the minority;
fourthly, accusation that the Cambodian People’s Party did not
want to negotiate. Fifthly, it is not necessary to make state
expenses for purchases of cars and other materials for the
Majority and Minority working groups.

As for the amendment of the law on political parties, it also
reflects necessary and correct steps to strengthen liberal and
pluralistic democracy and rule of law for all political parties to
function justly according to the Constitution and laws, and
therefore to have a higher sense of responsibility for interests of
the nation and people. Why is it necessary to carry out
amendment of the Law on Political Parties? It is to everyone’s
understanding that adoption of the Law on Political Parties on
28 October 1997 by the first legislative term of the National
Assembly was at the time that the country was busy in putting
together a national structure, while writing of the law had taken
not enough time. Hence, the law embodied shortcomings, was
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incomprehensive, and not fully implementable. However, the
Cambodian People’s Party, led the country from one winning
elections to another, and various other political parties, have
abided by the law for nearly twenty years. In the specified
period, practically, the 1997-adopted law had shown various
shortcomings such as whether a convict could lead a political
party or not? When a political party committed serious crime,
what short of punishment it faces? How should a political party
organize its leadership? And so on. It is therefore necessary to
carry out amendments of the law to guarantee a firm foundation
for functioning of each, and every political party. It is in this
reason that the National Assembly members of the Cambodian
People’s Party proposed the amendment of the Law on Political
Parties.

The amended Law on Political Parties states thatthe President
or Vice President of a political party, and member of the board
of directors or permanent committees or any such similar
organizations, must not be a convict with punishment, not
suspended, ofimprisonment from crime or misdemeanors. Every
political party must respect the Constitution, Law on Political
Parties, and other existing laws of the Kingdom of Cambodia.
For political parties that are committing mistakes in countering
to the Constitution, the Law on Political Parties and existing laws,
the Ministry of Interior could take certain measures, whichinclude
bringing the case to the Supreme Court to dissolve that political
party, in case of serious offense.

Determined implementation of the Law on Political Parties
is a necessary factor to raise high value of liberal and pluralistic
democracy, to protect people from being used by political parties
as tools to achieve bad ambitions. It shall prevent political party
leaders from taking unjust actions such as to instigate revenges
or to mobilize people to take part in illegal activities to create
turmoil and to implement rebellious policy against the Constitution,
etc., which would plunge the country into chaos as happened
before.

Hence, the amendments of the National Assembly’s internal
regulation and the Law on Political Parties demonstrate correct
steps forwards of the democratic process and rule of law in
Cambodia. They clearly reaffirm steadfast position of the
Cambodian People’s Party in defending the Constitution,
national achievements, rights, and freedom of every Cambodian,
peace, and political stability for the sake of guaranteeing
socio-economicdevelopmentandimproved people’slivelihood./.
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