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Communal/Sangkat Progresses — A Tremendous Opportunity for CPP to
Continue Local Leadership Role
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The year 2017 is the fourth year of implementation of the
political platform and rectangular strategy phase iii of the Royal
Government Cambodia of the fifth legislative term of the
National Assembly. It is also the fifth year of the implementation
of the third-term Communal Councils and the organization of the
fourth-term elections of the Communal Councils for the next
five-year local leadership.

In this period, the Royal Government of Cambodia led by
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen has proudly
made tremendous achievements in numerous fields in the whole
country. the whole nation proceeds well, peace and political
stability, security, public order and social safety has grown firm
guaranteeing favorable environment for socio-economic
development and improvement of people’s living condition.
People of all walks of life live in peace and harmony, free from
fear and concerns of war threat, instability or social upheavals,
and are making efforts physically and spiritually to take parts in
national construction.

At present, the Royal Government has been continuing to
implementfruitfully prioritized objectives suchas humanresource
training, physical infrastructure construction, increase value of
agricultural produces and strengthening of good governance and
institutional capacity. The Royal Government puts out certain
policies that are strengthening activities to support goals of
poverty alleviation, to raise high social protection for the victims
and vulnerable, and to channel public services close to people.
Implementation of certain policies in different sectors serving
directly people’sinterests has grown up and enjoyed our people’s
welcome.

In this positive development, the third-term communal
councils, in which CPP has been holding up to 97.49% of all the
communes/Sangkats, fulfilled their tasks and exercised their
rights and power with responsibility serving people at local level.
It should be an affirmation that through process of sub-national
administrative reforms, functions and resources have
been transferred more and more gradually manner from
national to sub-national level administration aimed at guaranteeing
wide scale and sustainable developments. Financial resources
transferred to communal/Sangkat administration has increased
12 folds in between 2002 and 2016, or more than 500 million
USD over fourteen years.

Simultaneously, based upon decentralization policy,
communes/Sangkats have gathered resources from development
partners, civil society, charitable persons, and local communities
in hundreds million USD. Therefore, the communal/Sangkats
councils are able to provide public services and construction of
thousands of infrastructural projects per year. That has responded
to local needs and reduced people’s poverty. It is on this basis
that people see clearly indispensable leadership role of the
Cambodian People’s Party at communal/Sangkat and national
levels.
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Moving towards the communal/Sangkat councils forthe fourth
term on 4 June 2017, twelve political parties have raised
awareness of own policies to attract people’s supports in a peaceful,
neutral, free and democratic political environment. However,
while the whole process has been good, the opposition party
has put out its political message - “withdrawing communal heads
that serve the Party, and replace them with ones that will serve
the people.” The content bears instigating nature and serious
insults on communal/Sangkat officials in the whole country who
have been serving people in conformity with their roles
irrespective of political tendency.

The Cambodian People’s Party demands the leaders of the
opposition party to rectify the content to maintain good and
peaceful environment of the country. Despite such demand,
activists and officials of the opposition party continue to use the
conflict-provoking slogan in their propaganda at local level. They
have already done so, indeed. However slanderous and
demagoguery propaganda cannot hide the truth because our
people are witnessing local progresses, and because they are
the ones that create every communal/Sangkat councils.

In its 22-March-2017 letter addressing to CNRP, the Ministry
of Interior instructed removal of the slogan - “withdrawing
communal heads that serve the party, and replace them with
ones that will serve the people.” It is because the content is
contrary to the Constitution, the Law on Political Party, the Law
on Elections of the Communal/Sangkat Councils, and the Law
on Management of Communal/Sangkat Administration,
especially democracy, freedom, multiparty and proportional elec-
toral systems.

In conclusion, progresses made by communal/Sangkat
councils in the whole country provide great opportunity for the
Cambodian People’s Party to continue strengthening its
leadership in every commune/Sangkat. While so, it should be
obvious that from now to 4 June 2017 that the communal/Sangkat
council elections hold, it will be a tough public battle. Therefore,
political party organization committees and officials at every
level should pay more attention on taking activities to local level,
while making efforts to illustrate concrete achievements in the
implementation of the Royal Government’s political platform, and
torectifyremaining shortcomings. Especially,the CPP candidates
for the post of communal/Sangkat councils must make efforts to
raise people’s awareness of the CPP’s policies and do everything
for their trust, love, and confidence aimed at winning the
forthcoming elections, maintaining leadership of the Party at
communal/Sangkat level, and advancing to expanding winning
advantage in the 2018 general elections./.
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