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EDITORIAL Lﬁ&@iﬁsmeﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁj}@&sﬁmﬁﬁﬁe COVID-19

Reinforcing People’s Healthcare Foundation
in Combatting Covid-19 Pandemic

The Covid-19 pandemic has been threatening
gravely and becoming one of the many major
challenging issues for the world such as trade war
and world economic recession, with noticeable
creation of uncertainties. As in other countries, the
pandemic has affected major economic performances
of Cambodia such as decreasing external markets due
to lockdown measures of countries in the region and
intheworld. Asofthismoment, Cambodiahasbrought
Covid-19 pandemic gradually under control. How-
ever, the Royal Government of Cambodia continues
to focus high attentions on two major issues — taking
robust and serious consideration and responsibility
on managing the pandemic, while reducing negative
effect on Cambodia’s socio-economic condition at
present as well as in the future.

Inthis battle, Samdech Techo Hun Sen has encouraged
and promoted participation in strengthening people’s
healthcare foundation askeypolicy incombating such
vicious pandemic through everyone’s participation.
Based on this policy, the Royal Government of Cambodia
issued amaster plan, orders and measures for nationwide
implementation to respond in a timely manner under
mechanisms coordinated and managed by the National
Committee to Combat Covid-19, Intergovernmental
Commissionto Combat Covid-19, and the Provincial/
Municipal Commission to Combat Convid-19.

Cambodia focuses its combat against Covid-19 on
three major prongs — firstly, fight against imported
infection cases; secondly, fight against transmitted
cases from the infected persons; and thirdly, provide
speedyrecovery for the infected ones. We have gained
many experiences leading to successful response to
Cambodia’s public health on Covid-19 issue. That
was the intervention on a number of major priorities
such as planning and managing immediate happenings,
monitoring and evaluating risks, strengthening lab
capability and capacity, healthcare and treatment,
prevention and inspection of transmitted diseases,
reinforcingpublichealthmeasures, controllingborder
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passes and operation of medical logistics, medicines
and supplies.

Perhaps, the most astonishing and proudest point
arose from this effort was the remarkable spirit of
solidarity and culture of sharing in times of hardships
though resources mobilization and sharing, in response
to wisely initiated appeal of Samdech Techo Hun Sen,
by individuals, institutions, business community,
countries in the framework of cooperation, and
organizations inside the country and from abroad.

Along with this, the Royal Government of Cambodia
gave its attention to reducing negative socio-economic
impacts through urgent intervention measures in dealing
with immediate and future challenging issues aimed
at restoring and developing Cambodia by focusing
on a number of priorities such as fortifying fund for
combating against Covid-19 from 60 million USD to
100 million USD. Weighing ability to provide support
to those directly hit by unemployment and vulnerable
groups, the Royal Government has been providing
social protection supports to maintain balanced living
condition with financial requirement of over 300 million
USD. It also administers maximum ability support to
businesses and production, while increasing local
demands, especially in the field of agriculture, food,
and other major sectors critical pulse to economy in
such time of hardships.

Three rounds of interventions issued to manage
impacts in major fields and in all aspects aimed at
helping factories, enterprises and business to continue
performances, assisting employees who lost their jobs
or have been on work suspensions to stabilize their
livelihood, and supporting growth, especially among
small and medium enterprises that are the backbones
of national economy.

Through the Cabinet meeting on 15 May 2020, the
Royal Government promotes implementation of social
protection policy to provide financial supports for
female workers in pregnancy and poor households,
and increase “labor cash” fund to support workers/
employees suspended from works as factories, enterprises
and foundations in garments/apparels and tourism
temporarily closed down dues to Covid-19. Measures
taken to prevent fake news propaganda causing fear
in society.

Asofthismoment, Covid-19 pandemicinthe world
continues to cause concerned number of infections
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and deaths. This has affirmed clearly that the threat
of Covid-19 is still raging and we all must remember
that the war against this vicious enemy of Covid-19
has not yet been over. For Cambodia, though we have
kept Covid-19 pandemic threat under control, the
Royal Government of Cambodia continues to place
attention in advising people strictly follow instructions
and measures of the Ministry of Health, while preparing
themselves for totally abolishing and reducing - to a
maximum extent - infection in community. Efforts
taken to control infectious diseases in community, to
manage risks of imported cases and to raise community
awareness and participation, while never forgetting
and/or neglecting it, especially facing the threat of
possible Covid-19 second wave in Cambodia.

So far, Samdech Techo Hun Sen delivered messages
advising our compatriots to pay attention to care for
their health to avoid Covid-19 infection. Though the
infection rate in Cambodia has dropped, the infected
ones fully recovered, we should not lose caution for
the thoughtthat such disease is harmlessin Cambodia,
or much to the thought that Cambodia, being a country
in hot temperature, infection would not happen. The
truth was not so. Covid-19 is the viciously contagious
diseases easily transmitted from one person to another.
In so far so, Cambodia and the world are working
hand in hand to fight against Covid-19, and the medicine
searched for treatment of the diseases has not yet
found.

This vicious disease continues to threaten human
lives the world over and many big countries are still
having their lockdown measures in effect. By adhering
vehemently to invaluable words of advices, our people
will take every responsibility to exercise love ad affection,
mutual care, to help each other in difficult time, and
to make efforts to win over every challenges ahead.
We all have firm hope that under the leadership of
Samdech Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom
of Cambodia, the Cambodian motherland will
definitely pass this difficult time in the near future./.
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