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The First Drop of Oil Is a New Year Blessing
for Cambodians

December 29, 2019 is the 22nd anniversary of
the  Win-win Policy Day, which completely ended
the war and brought complete peace, political stability
for Cambodia, our beloved motherland, creating
opportunities for gradually speedy national development.
Commemorating this historic event, Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister
of the Kingdom of Cambodia, also announced
another great unprecedented achievement for our
country — that is the long-awaited extraction of the
first drop of Cambodian oil. This first drop of oil
is another new phenomenon that has emerged from
the peace that we are striving to keep, at whatever
prices it may take, from disappearing. This first drop
of oil is a New Year blessing for the Cambodian
people, a great pride for our nation under the wise
leadership of Samdech Techo Hun Sen.

The political platform of the Royal Government
of Cambodia, as well as the policy of the Cambodian
People's Party for the construction and defense of
the motherland (2018-2023) is to promote the
creation of new achievements in the field of economy
and social development by making the best use of
the potential of the industrial sector. That would
include the striving development of mineral resources,
oil and gas, turning them into another important new
source for Cambodia's economic development,
especially the addition of new momentum to ensure
continuous high economic growth.

In this regard, the private sector must be encouraged
to study, research, explore and invest in this sector
by continuing to monitor, inspect and strengthen
law enforcement, as well as pay close attention to
safety, well-being, environmental and social protection.
Promote the development of oil wells to produce
the first oil as soon as possible while strengthening
the management of income from these resources
effectively, transparently and accountably. While
implementing the above political platforms and
policies, we have realized this historic achievement.
This has reflected the efforts of the Royal Government
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of Cambodia and the active participation of Kris
Energy, the operator of the project, which has so far
achieved the successful completion of the construction,
installation of materials and infrastructural equip-
ment necessary for the production process of oil and
gas resources.

Cambodia's first drop of oil has started production
from the first A-OID well of Platform A in the Gulf
of Cambodia block, a remarkable achievement, a tes-
tament to the strong commitment of the Royal
Government of Cambodia in promoting the dynamic
development of the nation. The company's next
major task is to complete successfully the drilling of
the remaining four oil wells to increase Cambodia's
oil production. By the time the five wells were
completed, Cambodia could produce 7,500 barrels
per day and can proceed to pumping for a period of
8 to 9 years, by which the amount of oil obtained will
be more than 30 million barrels.

This is an important first step for Cambodia  to-
wards building the national capacity and the oil, gas
and energy industries in Cambodia. This achievement
will also provide many important benefits such as
increasing the national revenue, the economic ben-
efits gained from the diversification of the oil indus-
try and national capacity building in this sector.

Although the whole world, in general, and
Cambodia, in particular, is fighting Covid-19, which
hascausedeconomic,socialandlivelihooddifficulties
for the people, the Royal Government has not only
successfully addressed those impacts but, on the
contrary, has accomplished important tasks, contin-
ued sustainable developmentin many areas,and made
many great achievements. Most important of all is
the historic first drop of oil for the Kingdom of Cam-
bodia. Samdech Techo Hun Sen has made it clear that
the Royal Government of Cambodia will give first
priority to education and health after Cambodia ben-
efits from the first drop of oil.

Welcoming this great national achievement, His
Majesty Norodom Sihamoni, King of the Kingdom
of Cambodia greeted it as the opening of a new page
in the history of the Kingdom of Cambodia for having
its own drops of oil for the first time. The event
happened coincidentally with the country’s celebra-
tion of successful implementation of the win-win
policy of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun
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Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia.
Cambodians from all walks of life, both inside and
outside the country, have expressed greatjoy and pride
at this first drop of oil event, which is the beginning
of development in the oil sector, a new potential to
contribute to striving economic growth.

While not joining in the congratulations of the
Cambodianpeopleforthishistoricachievement,some
in the opposition and unscrupulous circles expressed
attitudes and used insulting terms calling the first drop
of oil as a curse. Such actions against own nation, the
brain to destroy own national interest, the idea of
obstructing the development of the nation itself, is a
substance that is deeply ingrained in the hearts of the
opposition and the outlaws. There can never be a time
that changes them to positive. No matter what they
say, however, they cannot stop the evolution of Cam-
bodia. Reflecting on the 42 years after the Victory
Day on January 7, in the process of rebuilding the
nation, we have built the country from scratch, a
devastated country, leaving only a pile of ashes, to
grow and prosper until today. At that time, we had
only torch, fish oil, and not to mention kerosene, even
the occasional diesel at night was hardly available.
As of now that Cambodia has received own drops of
oil and turned into one of the oil producing countries
in the world, and the eighth one in ASEAN, is truly
an event to remember.

This is the value of peace. If there is no peace,
there is really nothing today, including the first drop
of oil. Peace comes from win-win policy that ended
the war entirely, realized national unity, territorial
integrity and fostered development. For the sake of
reminding, were there no historic January 7 victory,
which is our second birthday, we would not have
everything as it is today. With the New Year 2021
greeting along with the first drop of oil, the Cambo-
dian people thank the peace achieved through the
win-win policy and resolve to strengthen the spirit of
the Great January 7 Victory for it to live forever in
our conscience./.
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