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Strengthening Whole National Force in Combatting
against Covid-19

Inmore than a year of fighting on the battlefield against
Covid-19,the Royal Government of Cambodia has worked
hard to promote and protect the public health by launching
a series of effective intervening policies and measures.
The priority goals of the Royal Government are to protect
the lives of the people, to maintain the balance of people's
living standard, to stabilize business and commercial
activities, and to maintain security, public order and social
stability. Thanks to these effective measures, even in the
difficult phase of the Covid-19 battle in 2020, the Royal
Government of Cambodia maintained leadership over two
works of main priority, which are (1) maintaining political
stability, the foundation for managing the situation; and
(2) maintaining macroeconomic stability, curbing inflation
andrising market prices. Cambodia has not asked creditors
to defer the payments or its international financial obligations.
Cambodia remains active in disbursing cash to support
public investment programs, such as in the areas of road
infrastructure in Sihanoukville and Siem Reap provinces,
the construction of roads, canals or small projects at the
local level, and the implementation of national social
policies. The Royal Government has prepared a budget of
1.164 million US dollars to solve the problem of Covid-19
disease and the national economic restoration in 2020, a
large amount of which has been put to use already. For
2021, the Royal Government has prepared a budget of
more than 800 million dollars. In total, we have more than
one billion dollars to solve this problem.

However, the "February-20 Community Outbreak" has
had the most serious repercussions on the process of
Cambodia's socio-economic development and the livelihood
of the Cambodian people. It has become an additional
burden for the government to pursue firmer stance in fighting
this deadly disease. This event is graver than the November-3
community outbreak and the November-28 community
outbreak, as it requires the Cambodian people to pay close
attention and double the pace of our efforts to stop the
spread of Covid-19 by participating effectively and respecting
fully the public health measures to prevent such large-scale
outbreaks.

In this urgent situation, the Royal Government of Cambodia
has paid greater attention to put in place urgent and
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effective measures to divert serious damages and to help
balance the business and production, and the people's
living standard. The Royal Government has taken and
strictly enforced legal measures to protect the public health
and the lives of the people by ensuring that the disease
will not spread further out of control. In this spirit, the
Royal Government has submitted a draft Law on Measures
to Prevent the Spread of COVID-19, and Highly Contagious
Diseases. It has been discussed and approved by the
National Assembly, and then by the Senate with unanimous
support and were immediately signed by Acting Head of
State Samdech Vibol Sena Pheakdey on March 11 with an
immediate effect.

The Royal Government of Cambodia issued sub-
decrees on the amendment of Article 8 of Sub-Decree No.
129, dated 17 September 2015, regarding the Measures to
Prevent and Respond to International Outbreak of
Diseases at Gateways; on the Quarantine Measures to
Prevent the Spread of Covid-19, and on Health Measures
toPreventthe Spread of COVID-19and Highly Contagious
Diseases. This has reflected the strong will of the Royal
GovernmentofCambodiaundertheleadership of Samdech
Techo Hun Sen to uplift responsibility for the people’s
survival and to take part in maintaining security and
public order in the circumstances where our country is
facing threat from the spread of Covid-19 disease.

Currently, Cambodia has received and is using the
Covid-19 vaccine with the highest trust among the people
throughout the country, and at the same time, promoting
the campaign to further the measures of the Ministry of
Health with high responsibility to protect people’s health
and safety, the well-being of families, communities and
our society as a whole. However, we also recognize that
this outbreak of Covid-19 has had a negative impact on
people's health and daily lives. It remains a high risk
causing severe problems for a long time, and we still
cannot estimate the magnitude of the consequence it has
on socioeconomics, life and well-being of the people.
Vaccines are not the only solution. Vaccines can reduce
hospitalization for treatment and the risk of serious illness,
but the vaccine alone will not end the Covid-19 transmission,
nor can it end the current pandemic. However, vaccines
are a strategic solution that must combine inevitably with
the implementation of the established health measures to
achieve success in the fight against the disease.

In this spirit, we must work together to successfully
implementimportanttasks, thatare, to consistently implement
the principle of “3 don’ts” - don’t go to crowded places,
don’t go to enclosed places and don’t hug each other, and
“3 dos” - wearing a mask, washing hands thoroughly and
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keeping a distance of at least one and a half meters. At the
same time, we would like to express our deep gratitude,
appreciation and high evaluation on the efforts of the doc-
tors, competent authorities at all levels, and all stakehold-
ers who have dedicated their times and energy, physical
and mental courage to make brave sacrifices to save the
lives of Cambodians in the battle against Covid-19. We
also would like to express our deepest gratitude to all the
donors who have provided material, financial and spiritual
supports to lessen the Royal Government's burden in the
fight against Covid-19. It has reflected the spirit of extensive
and great national solidarity of the entire nation, which is
a long-standing tradition. The support of the international
community as well as those of our friends have made a
significant contribution to Cambodia in overcoming this
difficult situation.

The Royal Government of Cambodia further strives to
promote sustainable socioeconomic development in order
toachieve the goals of sustainable development. It promotes
the implementation of a sustainable and effective national
social security protection policy and other important policy
measures to maintain the stability of people's lives in the
new normal way by continuing support and solving all
difficulties of the poor and vulnerable. All this is to make
sure that that people’s lives are stable, and no one is suffering
from food shortages without the knowledge and help of
the party and the government. The Royal Government
encourages agricultural production to support the supply
for domestic demand and for export to foreign markets. It
also encourages all real estate developers to help solve the
financial pressure on the people who buy real estate in
satellite cities and condominiums, through identifying the
possibility of easing the installment terms, exception for
fines, no interest or additional penalties for customers until
the end of March.

On the battlefield against Covid-19, Cambodians
throughout the country still have strong faith in the leadership
of the Royal Government and the unity of the entire
national force to implement all the measures set by the
Royal Government with high responsibility. They
continue to be vigilant and cautious every second, every
breath, every place, by putting every physical and mental
effort to overcome all the challenges ahead in the war
against such dangerous and fierce Covid-19 disease./.
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