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Heroic White Coat Army in the Battle against
Covid-19 Disease
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Every country and territory in the world has been
going through a catastrophic Covid-19 pandemic for
more than a year, which has had a devastating effect
on everyone. All sectors and everything is in a state
of uncertainty, unpredictable, un-assessable and
inconclusive. Covid-19 has devastated human lives
and livelihoods, requiring all governments to take
immediate action.

The Royal Government of Cambodia has also
worked tirelessly to effectively fight Covid-19 by
successfully completing the November-3, 2020
outbreak event, the November-28, 2020, outbreak
event and gaining the acclaim of the international
community. Samdech Techo Hun Sen also examined
and made accurate predictions about the risk of
Covid-19 and decided to put this issue into a long-
term strategic framework. On this basis, the Royal
Government of Cambodia has put in place a number
ofpractical measures, such as promoting the strength-
ening oflocal health services, especially the provision
of proper Covid-19 patient care facilities and the
provision of medical equipment, collaboration with
clinics, and training. Efforts given to further strengthen
doctors capacity for treatment, the capacity of
laboratories in Phnom Penh and some provinces,
supply medical equipment to hospitals and health
centers,expandtheemergencyresponseteam, prepare
the place for the operation and carefully manage the
staff, local authorities, villages, communes must
participate in people health education on a regular basis.

However, the February 20 community outbreak
event has prolonged and expanded the scope of
community-based infections with new strains of the
virus, putting serious pressure on many sectors in
Cambodia. In addition to the introduction of policies
as well as measures to implement key strategic tasks
in the step towards ensuring the rapid recovery of the
socio-economic sector of Cambodia, the Royal
Government has launched the National Strategic Plan
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of vaccination against Covid-19 aims at creating
socio-economic immunity in Cambodia by 2021.

The first phase of the vaccination campaign aims
to build immunity for frontline service providers
across the country as well as some victims. For a
period of three months from February to April 2021,
over 1.3 million frontline public officials, the armed
Forces, civil servants have been vaccinated. The
campaign is moving fast and achieving the planned
results. The National Strategic Plan for the Covid-19
Vaccination Campaign aims to build socio-economic
immunity in Cambodia by 2021, the implementation
ofthe second phase as a continuation of the first phase
of the vaccination campaign to contribute to the
control of communicable Covid-19 pandemic and to
ensure the sustainability of the national socio-
economic life.

The implementation of this plan is in line with the
"blossoming" approach, starting with the vaccination
campaign (in the highly infected or red zones) and
expanding to the surrounding priority areas and to
other areas, ending in 2021. Although some countries
in the world have a shortage of vaccines, the Royal
Government of Cambodia has successfully addressed
this issue.

Stemming from this difficult situation, especially
in the mobilization of forces for the successful
implementation, the strategic plan of the National
Covid-19 Vaccination Campaign reflects the noble
heroism of the medical team, the front line White
Coat army to fight bravely in the battlefield against
Covid-19 with responsibility and high dedication.
They sacrificed everything physically and mentally,
accepted separation from families, from homes,
personal happiness and risked their life for the course
of health of the people across the country. This is a
brave sacrifice, fear of no fatigue, no hesitation, and
afraid of no difficulties to save the lives of the people.

Currently, in order to carry out the task of
implementing the strategic plan of the national
Covid-19vaccination campaign, the White Coatarmy
are increasingly busy to fulfill its duties and facing
double risks. We all know that Covid-19 is a killer
with no face, no body, no smell, no color, and can kill
people regardless of time, place, age, gender, race,
status, position or faith. Covid-19 can kill anyone in
the blink of an eye, should s/he dare to be careless.
As a doctor on the front lines, in the battle against
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Covid-19, s/he must also fulfill her/his duty with a
firm determination to do his best to protect the lives
of the people, strive to reduce the number of deaths
to the lowest level.

The White Coat army's determination is to stand
up, and fight bravely so that the sick can recover as
soon as possible and return home to reunite with their
families. This is a sacrifice, a commitment, a desire,
and a hope that the White Coat army will fight to
protect the lives of the people from the dead hands
of Covid-19.

We express our appreciation to all the doctors who
are fighting in the battle against Covid-19 and
working hard to fulfill their duties with the utmost
sacrifice. Inadditionto the doctors and health officials,
joint forces such as police, army, gendarmerie,
people's defense units, local authorities and relevant
authorities, perform their works day and night,
without fear, in the wind, under rain and thunder for
the protection of people’s safety and well-being,
especially when Covid-19 broke out in Phnom Penh
and spread to provinces.

To contribute scoring the final victory in this fierce
battle, the people must be determined to take all
necessary measures responsibly. The main duty of
the people is to consistently implement the three
measures - do not go into a closed place, no ventilation,
do not go to crowded places, and do not touch each
other, do not shake hands; and the three protections -
wearing a mask, washing hands, and maintaining
social safety distance of 1.5 meterto everyone everywhere.

Cambodians across the country, who areall victims
and are all responsible for their own destiny, for the
success or failure of the fight against Covid-19, must
fulfill their obligations. They must join with our White
Coat army with a high sense of responsibility, strong
will to overcome all challenges and obstacles, to
achieveultimate victory inthisbattle inthe near future.
In the spirit of fighting against the consequences
caused by Covid-19, we are all committed to working
and moving forward together to ensure the rapid
recovery of Cambodia's socio-economic sector along
the "new normal" path./.
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