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EDITORIAL

Highly Effective Implementation of the
Six Strategies in Combating Covid-19 Pandemic
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In the battlefield against the Covid-19 epidemic, Samdech
Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister
of the Kingdom of Cambodia, outlined six strategies
towards putting a complete end to the "February-20
Community Outbreak Event" quickly in the short coming
time. The six strategies include (1) preventing the import
of new Covid-19 variant (Delta), which is the most
dangerous virus, by implementing five measures. The five
measures are to strengthen the control of land, sea and air
border crossings; to conduct rapid tests quickly at the border;
to ensure quarantines measures; to supply needed materials
for quarantine centers, especially in the provinces bordering
Thailand; and to provide separate treatment for those who
are positive of the corona variant (Delta). Those infected
with the Delta variant must be in quarantine for up to 21
days. (2) Reduce the area of infection and the number of
infections to a lower rate by using four measures, including
education measures, health measures, administrative measures
and legal measures. (3) Make efforts to find ways to treat
patients and reduce deaths to zero. This effort must implement
five measures, including: finding effective sources of drugs
and monitoring the delivery of different drugs at treatment
sites, setting up additional hospitals in districts and equipping
provincial and district hospitals with adequate facilities,
especially ICUs. While training additional doctors to work
in the fight against Covid-19, order for equipment must
be made as soon as possible and rules and regulation must
be ready for home treatment guidance. (4) Searching for
and managing the infected, whereby in this strategy consists
of five measures, including setting up sampling sites and
tests, strengthening laboratory capacity and striving for
new variants, expanding rapid testing, setting up accurate
quarantines; and where to leave patients for treatment - at
a hospital or at home, and monitoring people’s movement
by information technology. (5) Burial or cremation
preparation of the body of Covid-19 patients must be
carried out according to 4 following measures. 1) Set up
crematorium at places where there are none, and should
there be a need to use existing crematorium in Buddhist
pagodas, approval fromthe fromtheabbotmustbe obtained
and safety must be ensured. 2) Look for the ground for
burying the body according to traditions of ethnic Khmer
and the Khmer-Muslim minority and the proper preparation
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of coffins for cremation or burial. (6) Vaccination strategy
is to find vaccines against Covid-19 to inoculate at least
10 million people in the first phase and to children under
18 years of age.

We should recall that Cambodia has suffered from the
outbreak of Covid-19, the "November 3 event" which
ended on November 18, and the "November 28 event"
which was first community outbreak in Cambodia. However,
no deaths were recorded in either of the two cases, and the
total number of Covid-19 infected people were only 335.
Atthat time, the Royal Government set out a strategic plan
focusing on four areas: prevention of infection and protection
ofpeople's lives, maintaining the balance of people's lives,
making efforts to help as much as possible for business
and trades survival, and maintaining security and public
order. The Royal Government has divided the battlefield
into three main areas: the fight against external infiltration,
the fight to prevent the spread of disease from the sick to
the not sick ones, and continuing to treat infected people.
Atthattime, the Cambodian people were actively involved
in the spirit of turning the crisis of the disease into an
opportunity for health care, starting from the individual
to the whole family and to the national level.

This good experience is also being applied today to
successfully achieve the six strategies of Samdech Techo
Hun Sen. We recognize that the Covid-19 mutation virus
is more virulent and more dangerous than it once was. In
fact, the disease has now infected tens of thousands of
Cambodians and the death toll is high, which is one of the
saddest tragedies. What is our hope, however, is that Cambodia
has enough vaccines to vaccinate its people, reflecting the
wisdom of the head of the Royal Government of Cambodia,
who has a clear, far-reaching vision in solving problems
by considering the lives of the people as a whole. This
confirms that though Cambodia is a poor country, it is not
poor in thoughts. Public participation in vaccination as
well as voluntary implementation of all health measures
is also an important determinant factor in preventing the
spread of Covid-19 disease. The Royal Government has
launched the anti-Covid-19 vaccine strategy, including the
National Vaccination Plan and the Operational Guidelines
for the Vaccination Campaign, by officially launching the
anti-Covid-19 vaccine on February 10, 2021.

By the end of July, we will have vaccinated more than
50% of the target 10 million population throughout the
country. The Royal Government plans to spend US$ 170
million to purchase 20 million doses of the vaccine by
August and to complete the vaccination by November
2021. In general, the Royal Government is ready and take
ownership in advance to solve the problem of time,
institutional capacity and human resources to make the
national vaccination campaign a great success. The Royal
Government has also addressed the people's livelihood
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difficulties and ensured socio-economic stability by
introducing measures aimed at managing the economic
impact in the context of the crisis. It also aimed to
rehabilitate and promote Cambodia's economic growth
during and after the Covid-19 crisis to reduce the impact
on the socio-economic situation and the risk of Covid-19
spread into the community onalarge scale. Those measures
also support and rehabilitate trades and businesses to
promote economic growth aims to build socio-economic
immunity in the context of the development of Covid-19
disease and to continue to support the daily lives of poor
and vulnerable families through cash subsidies.

As of June 25, the Royal Government has implemented
eight rounds of cash support programs for poor and vulnerable
families during the fight against Covid-19, with a budget
of US$ 350 million to reach more than 600,000 families.
The Royal Government has been in the process of
implementing this program for the ninth round. Another
important experience is the spirit of national unity and
mutual support among the Cambodian people, which is
highly commendable, with donations from philanthropists
with a totals amount of more than US$ 130 million, from
the initial to the current phase, to help ease the burden on
the Royal Government in the fight against Covid-19. This
act reflects the morale of the Cambodian people throughout
the country, which formed the national movement to fight
Covid-19.

In the campaign against Covid-19, however, we still
have a number of risk factors to take into account i.e. a
new virus variant that is highly contagious and fast spreading.
Some of our people have already had infection, but have
not had symptoms, will continue to pass on to others quietly.
Some people been less strict in taking health measures.
We must recognize that the situation of Covid-19 in our
country today is still serious, an emergency that requires
all of us to step up our efforts to stop this epidemic. We
are deeply saddened by the first reported death of Covid-19
on March 11, 2021, and the number of deaths so far has
risen by hundreds, warning us of the severity of this disease
and we must be extremely careful because it can strike us
all at any time.

Having traveled through the battle of Covid-19 for the
past two years, we have gained a wealth of experience,
both strengths that we must work harder to expand and
weaknesses that we needed to address. With these experi-
ences, all of our people would like to join in successfully
implementing the six strategies of Samdech Techo Hun
Sen in the fight against Covid-19 in the near future./.
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