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Success of Covid-19 Vaccination Campaign - a
Common National Heritage
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The Cambodian people have traveled through the
battlefield against Covid-19 pandemic for almost two
years, struggled through all kinds of hardships, and
through this, we have gained many experiences—both,
the strong points that we must focus on, motivate,
and implement further and the remaining points
needed to readjust. Although we have not yet been
completely successful in the fight against Covid-19,
we have been able to control it, and to this day, we
have been able to prevent large-scale community-
based infections and the number of daily people
infected and deaths greatly reduced. We hope to break
the chain of transmission and the February-20
community outbreak event will be more relaxed,
favoring the reopening of the nation in the near future.

On September 17, Prime Minister Samdech Techo
Hun Sen stated clearly - "concerning the anti-Covid-19
vaccines, which was delivered to more than 11 million
Cambodians, they are valuable legacy of the Royal
Government, of the Cambodian People's Party that
is leading the Royal Government, and of Their
Majesties King and Queen Mother. This is a very big
legacy. Of course, I have a role to play in every
decision making, but without their Royal wisdoms,
without the support of HM the King, without the
support of HM the Queen Mother, our works would
not have reached such a profound stage. Their Majesties
donated royal wealth to buy vaccines, a hospital and
activities related to the fight against Covid-19 pandemic.
This vaccine effort is the common legacy of our nation
and in the reign of His Majesty King Norodom
Sihamoni."

We should recall that Cambodia experienced the
Covid-19 pandemic outbreaks of the "November-3
event", whichended onNovember 18, the "November-28
community event", which is the first community outbreak
in Cambodia, which ended on December 29, 2020,
and now, the "February-20 community event" that
has been protracted so far. The February-20
community event has had a devastating effect on the
Cambodian economy and society, and the well-being
of the people. The Royal Government has taken the
utmost efforts to address these difficulties in order to
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control the spread of Covid-19 and for socio-economic
support during the phase of Covid-19 pandemic, and
to launch a strategic plan for post Covid-19 pandemic
socio-economic rehabilitation. At the same time, the
new Covid-19 variant Delta infection is a burden for
the Royal Government to put in place measures to
control it quickly and effectively to cut off the chain
of the third wave of large-scale transmission in the
community.

The Royal Government has made the fight against
Covid-19 pandemic a top priority, which primarily
protects the lives of the people and ensures the stability
of socio-economic activities, whereby the vaccines
policy is the key strategy in preventing the Covid-19
pandemicinfection. OnFebruary 10,2021, Cambodia
officially launched the Covid-19 vaccination
campaign, which so far ranks Cambodia second among
the 10 ASEAN countries for the most vaccinated
population, and one among a number of major countries
that vaccinated children and adolescents under the
age of 18. It is one of the few countries in the world
to have launched a third dose vaccination strategy.
Samdech Techo Hun Sen has taken a clear, correct,
wise and long-term position on the vaccine strategy,
using the Chinese vaccines as a strategic source and
other vaccines as support sources.

On this basis, the Royal Government has set out
a number of practical measures and action plans,
including the introduction of the Covid-19 vaccine
strategy, counting in the Covid-19 National Vaccination
Plan and the Executive Guidelines for the Vaccination
Strategy, the National Vaccination Strategy against
Covid-19 aims to build socio-economic immunity in
Cambodia by 2021 (May 7). The six strategies to
prevent and solve Covid-19 pandemic more
effectively (July 1) and the Covid-19 vaccination
campaign for children and adolescents from 12 to 17
years old (August 1). The launching of a national
campaign under the theme "Jointly responsible for
preventing transmission of Covid-19 virus" in the
context that Cambodia is in the stage of a new strain
of Delta variant transmission (August 16). Also listed
were the Proclamation of the Five-Guidelines Covid-19
Booster Dose Policy (August 25) and the launching
of Covid-19 vaccination campaign for children from
six to 12 years old and the third dose vaccination
campaign for the Cambodian people (September 17).

Inimplementing this national vaccination strategy,
the Royal Government of Cambodia has been fully
prepared in terms of time, institutional capacity and
human resources, through which the Campaign runs
smoothly and effectively. Through the successful
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implementation of the Covid-19 Vaccination Campaign,
there are five key factors needed to expand for the
work ahead: (1) The leadership is clear in terms of
both the thought-through process and implementation
mechanism, including the wise determination of the
vaccines position and strategy of Samdech Techo Hun
Sen, the head of the Royal Government of Cambodia.
(2) With China as strategic source of vaccines and
others are support sources, to this day, Cambodia has
ensured a source of vaccines supply to give to the
target population and can achieve vaccination goal
before the plan. (3) Cambodia has enough savings in
hand to spend immediately, that is, after signing a
contract to buy and sell vaccines, we can start
implementing the contract right away. (4) Cambodia
has humanresource—military and civilian physicians,
and voluntary medical service that can proceed with
vaccination, together with high responsibilities of
national and sub-national authorities. Finally, (5) the
participation of the people in coming out to receive
the vaccination and the financial support to buy the
vaccine, which is a comprehensive national movement
that reflects the culture of greater national solidarity
at the time when the country is in hardship.

Thankful to the great success of the Royal Government
of Cambodia in the Covid-19 vaccination campaign,
the international community and development partners,
some countries, includingsome dignitaries, expressed
their appreciation and evaluation for Cambodia’s
sound strategy and well-organized and rapid vaccination
against Covid-19 pandemic making Cambodia one
of the leading countries in the world for vaccination.

However, we must not neglect and scale down
actions,evenforasecond,inthefightagainstCovid-19
pandemic. The Royal Government of Cambodia
continues to work to control the situation of Covid-19
by focusing on a number of priorities, such as promoting
vaccination to the population and other measures to
minimize transmission in the community. At the same
time, all our people must continue to take responsibility
for preventing the transmission of Covid-19 by
increasing vigilance and consistently implementing
three “dos” measures and the three “don’ts” measures
to prevent it, even though they have already
vaccinated./.
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